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To those friends of the Mission- 
ary cause who are conversant 
with our Monthly “ Herald,” Mr. 
K. Pearson’s name will not be en- 
tirely unknown; they will re- 
member that, something more 
than a year ago, he was sent out 
‘by the Committee of the Baptist 
Mission, to the assistance of Mr. 
Burton, who has for some time 
pursued his arduous labours at 
Nassau, New Providence; and 
they will have more recently learnt 
that, in December last, he was 
called from his work to his reward. 
Although the interest excited on 
behalf of one whose name, pre- 
viously unknown, has but for a 
very brief period been connected 
with missionary labours, be not 
ordinarily strong, yet is it, per- 
haps, sufficiently so, to insure a 
welcome for some few particulars 
connected with the history of his 
earlier life, and premature re- 
moval from earth. 

Mr. K. P. was the youngest 
(one excepted) of a very nume- 
rous family. (Some of our read- 
ers may be aware, that his eldest 
brother, the Rev.I. D. Pearson, 
terminated, about three years ago, 
his indefatigable exertions in the 
missionary service at Calcutta; 
and the animating intelligence 
which from time to time he had 
been accustomed to transmit to 
his friends at home, had invested 
the missionary character with very 
lovely attributes, especially in the 
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eyes of the then juvenile members 
of his family; perhaps laying the 
foundation for that personal de- 
votion to the hallowed cause 
which his brother Kilner was after- 
wards enabled to render.) He 
was born in London, in the year 
1804. Although unblest by the 
rich possession of religious privi- 
lege, he had a better heritage in 
this respect thah is apportioned 
to many. If the society to which 
he was introduced, and the minis- 
try on which he attended, were 
for the most part inimical to the 
evangelical doctrines of the Gos- 
pel, he possessed, in the privacy 
of the domestic circle, opportu- 
nity for ascertaining their cha- 
racter, and admiring the rich de- 
velopment of their golden fruits, 
even in an unfavourable soil. 
Thus impressed, from the influ- 
ence of association, with a sense 
of the value of religion, the im- 
provement of his mind was early 
advanced by the perusal of books 
calculated also to deepen such 
impression. Naturally of a sus- 
ceptible and ardent disposition, 
the benign and softening influ- 
ences of divine grace seemed the 
more readily to secure admission 
to his heart; an admission which 
resembled rather the quiet accept- 
ance yielded by the grateful soil 
to noiseless showers, than the for- 
cible entrance effected by him 
who overcometh a “strong man 
armed.” When about thirteen 
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years of age, the illness and death 
of a beloved sister were greatly 
-blessed to him, Fervent in all his 
attachments, from the moment 
that disease weakened her frame 
and dimmed her eyes, his were 
directed towards her with tender 
anxiety; he marked the process by 
which she was delivered from de- 
spondency and darkness, and led 
to the attainment of a heavenly 
hope; he perceived that, in the 
time of sickness and the hour of 
death, that hope alone could 
adequately sustain the spirit ; and, 
whilst kneeling beside her couch, 
he learned to pray with an earnest- 
ness and fervour of which he had 
not been previously conscious. 
From this time religion became 
more decidedly the ruling prin- 
ciple within; and so uniform and 
powerful was its after-operation, 
that though in his subsequent his- 
tory he was early associated with 
the lawless and ungodly, exposed 
to abundant temptation, with no 
protecting hand to restrain, no 
warning voice to interdict, we 
may gratefully confirm the testi- 
mony which in all humility he 
himself recorded,—that the purity 
and blamelessness of his constant 
deportment were unsullied by a 
blot,and undefiled by asingle stain. 

Having for some years pursued 
his -education under competent 
instruction, and having expressed 
his predilection for the sea service, 
in 1816 he commenced the study 
of navigation at Dr. Kelly’s aca- 
demy, in the prosecution of which 
he took much delight, and attain- 
ed considerable credit. 

In the spring of 1818, at the 
advice of his friends, he made, 
by way of experiment, a short 
voyage, that the experience af- 
forded might assist or alter his 
final decision as to his contem- 
plated nautical engagements ; but 
though he returned home . fully 
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satisfied that these would prove 
most unfavourable to the forma- 
tion of his Christian character, 
presenting in all their associations 
sore hindrances to his spiritual 
peace and progress, reluctance to 
enter into business, and appre- 
hension lest the relinquishment of 
his purpose might be attributed to 
any cowardly dread of hardship, 
prevailed, and he determined to 
enter the merchant service. In 
the close of the same year, he 
made his first voyage to the West 
Indies, and experienced the first 
of many narrow escapes from 
imminent danger, being precipi- 
tated down the hold of the vessel, 
which aceident occasioned the 
fracture of two ribs, and so severe 
an illness, that all hope of his re- 
covery was relinquished when the 
vessel reached Jamaica. There, 
however, he was mercifully restor- 
ed from a state of extreme weak- 
ness; and his medical attend- 
ants expressed their opinion, that 
his gradual recovery, by season- 
ing his constitution to the climate, 
would render him less liable to 
those attacks -of fever so fre- 
quently fatal to Europeans.— 
From this period to that in which 
he quitted the sea for the missionary 
service, but few events marked 
his history of sufficient general 
interest to be recorded here. 
Whilst occupying a subordinate 
situation, he consistently dis- 
charged its duties, receiving from 
his superiors their constant testi- 
mony of esteem and approbation, 
In the meantime, he bitterly de- 
plored the privations inseparable 
from his calling, and frequently, 
in his private correspondence, 
lamented the entire absence of 
Christian intercourse and com- 
munion, 

In a letter bearing date ‘“ Ja- 
maica, 1821,” he thus expresses 
himself, 
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cs How happy shall 1 feel, when again 
permitted to join the great congregation ! 
Such means of grace appear doubly pre- 
cious after several months deprivation 
of them: the Sabbath with us is passed 
unnoticed ; and those exercises which 
afford to the Christian so much joy, 
would be counted disgusting. Though 
I see few traces of the Missionary’s 
footsteps, earnestly do I desire, that 
they all may be blessed who are endea- 
youring to spread the Gospel.” 

Again, dating ‘* Lucea, 1825,” 
he writes,— 

“Oh, pity him who neverhears the 
name of Christ but in an oath ; or rather, 
pray for him!” 

The brief intervals of return to 
his native land—during which he 
was partially permitted the so- 
ciety of Christian friends, and the 
enjoyment of Christian ordinances 
—were esteemed as very precious: 
as streams in the desert to the 
parched traveller, were the heal- 
ing waters of the sanctuary to his 
thirsty soul ; whilst those who wit- 
nessed his diligent improvement 
and grateful joy, were often com- 
pelled to contrast these with their 
own indifference to blessings more 
constantly possessed. Accustomed 
to worship only within the pre- 
cincts of the Established Church, 
and trained to a conscientious 
observance of her forms, he still 
retained a preference for her com- 
munion, and was not entirely free 
from the influence of prejudices 
affecting Dissenters which, when 
early imbibed, are not always 
readily discarded. 

In the following year, however, 
the temporary return of his eldest 
brother to this country, for the 
purpose of recruiting his exhaust- 
ed strength, led to a considerable 
alteration of judgment and feel- 
ing respecting these matters. 
Mr. I. D. P. had, previously to 
the commencement of. his own 
missionary work, quitted the 
communion of the Establishment 
for that of the independent deno- 
mination; but in the prosecu- 
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tion of his labours abroad, 
the controverted subject of bap- 
tism was forced upon his con- 
sideration, and his ultimate de- 
cision respecting it left him, 
at least in the estimation of hs 
previous colleagues, ‘‘on the 
wrong side of the hedge ;” the or.- 
dinance of baptism was adminis- 
tered to him at Calcutta, by the 
late venerable Dr. Carey. It 
was natural that this change of 
sentiment should arrest the at- 
tention of his family at home; and 
though, in their wisdom, some of 
them were fain to determine that 
he who had changed twice must 
be wrong, yet were they induced, 
during his residence in England, 
to inquire for themselves into this 
apparently strange doctrine. Upon 
Kilner’s return from a voyage in 
the year 1827, finding that seve- 
ral of them had resolved to follow 
their Lord in baptism, with his 
habitual warmth and quickness 
of decision, he affirmed that his 
own acquiescence in their senti- 
ments would never be obtained, 
nor his own judgment altered ; 
yet, owning his obligation to in- 
quire for himself, the leisure he 
then enjoyed was devoted to a 
prayerful investigation of the 
scripture testimony ; availing him- 
self little of other assistance, he 
diligently searched the sacred 
canon, and ultimately deter- 
mined, as indicative of his own 
decision, to submit to the or- 
dinance of baptism, entering 
at the same time into commu- 
nion with the church under Dr. 
Newman’s pastoral care, with 
the fellowship of which he was 
favoured until he finally quitted 
this world. The church at Bow, 
after hearing him several times, 
gave him their most cordial en- 
couragement to preach whenever 
Providence afforded him the op- 
portunity. 
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In the year 1828, he entered 
the employ of G. F. Angas, Esq., 
whose name is so generally known 
and respected in the religions and 
the commercial world; and was 
by this means introduced to more 
congenial associations. In the 
following year he was intrusted 
by Mr. Angas with the navigation 
of the brig William; the addi- 
tional influence thus conferred 
was strenuously exerted, so far as 
he had opportunity, in the promo- 
tion of every good work, and es- 
pecially of morality and _ religion 
among the crew of the William. 
About the same time, he formed a 
connexion which materially in- 
creased his happiness and useful- 
ness during the remainder of his 
life. The companion of his choice, 
was Miss Mary Wilson, a young 
lady of respectable family, and 
nearly related to the excellent 
Captain Wilson, who conducted, 
in the ship Duff, the first mission- 
aries to the South Sea Islands. 
Uniting, with the possession of a 
cultivated mind and amiable dis- 
position, those better gifts and 
graces which, while they were 
evidently conferred in noordinary 
degree, seemed specially to qua- 
lify her for the hallowed enter- 
prise in which she longed to en- 
gage, she proved to her lamented 
partner an invaluable aid during 
the brief period of his future mis- 
sionary labours. Shall we be for- 
given for a momentary digression, 
whilst we affectionately commend 
to the sympathy and prayers of 
our readers, this now suffering 
and bereaved disciple of her be- 
loved Lord? Surely it is not the 
smallest of those trials in the pro- 
bable anticipation of which the 
devoted Missionary goes far off 
to the heathen, that, whilst his 
bones may be prematurely con- 
signed to the burying-place of 
Strangers, the wife of his youth 
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shall be constramed to return, 
with blighted prospects and dis- 
appointed hopes, a widow and 
alone, to the land of her fathers. 
Resuming our narration, we 
must refer to an earlier period his 
first expressed desire to enter the 
missionary field. That such de- 
sire should be awakened by his 
frequent intercourse with our 
western colonies, cannot be mat- 
ter of surprise. He could not 
discharge the duties there devolv- 
ing upon him without crossing 
the path of the negro, groaning 
beneath the misery and degrada- 
tion of his chain; he had often 
opportunity of observing him, 
when religion had never extended 
her ameliorating influence, the 
unresisting prey of ignorance and 
vice; holy indignation and gene- 
rous pity possessed his mind, and 
made him long for freedom from 
every secular engagement, that 
he might instrumentally become 
a saviour to some of these. His 
leisure hours, when at the islands, 
were frequently spent in the so- 
ciety of the missionaries there ; 
and he thus learned to sympathise 
in their joys and sorrows, until 
he longed to share with them the 
heat and burden ofthe day. Early 
in the year 1829, during a tem- 
porary stay at Bristol, he com- 
municated to an intimate friend 
his earnest desire to relinquish 
his then present engagements for 
the missionary service: that friend 
however, with others whose judg- 
ments he was led by affection to 
invest with perhaps undue influ- 
ence, discouraged his missionary 
views. The station he then occu- 
pied presented, in their opinions, 
a sphere of usefulness to which he 
was better adapted than that 
on which he desired to enter; 
supplying him as it did with 
many incidental opportunities, 
both at home and abroad, of fur- 
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thering the cause he loved; 
whilst his own ship’s company 
formed, they thought, a little 
heathen world, to promote the 
evangelization of which, he might 
advantageously and profitably ex- 
ert his benevolent endeavours. 
Nor were they alone in this opi- 
nion. The late Captain Angas 
thus expresses himself in a letter 
dated 


“« Friedelsheim, May 3rd, 1830. 
‘“There may be in Captain Pearson's 
case circumstances of a peculiar charac- 
ter, but nothing is more evident to me 
than that a pious seaman has far more op- 
portunities to promote the work of God 
among his brother-seamen, on the stormy 
element itself, than any one could pos- 
sibly have onshore. So powerfully con- 
vinced am I of this, that I have been 
more than once tempted to take a long 
voyage or two, for the purpose of making 
facts speak for themselves.” 


The influence of friends, together 
with the apparent leadings of Pro- 
vidence, induced him for some 
time to post-pone a purpose which 
he could not relinquish; in the 
meanwhile his spare moments 
were sédulously employed in such 
exercises ‘as he deemed best 
adapted to refresh in his memory 
the attainments of earlier days, 
and.to increase that kind of know- 
ledge which is more commonly 
and easily acquired in schools 
and academies. 

Some extracts from his cor- 
respondence belonging to this 
period, may not be inappropriate. 
In a letter dated Feb. 1830, he 
thus writes :— 


‘‘We arrived at Belize, Dec. 9th, 
1829. Whilst there, I had abundant em- 
ployment in discharging my cargo, &c., 
in which I personally take avery active 
part, working with my own hands, know- 
ing how ready the world is to lay upon 
Christians the stigma of idleness. My 
principal trials, as usual, arose from the 
vile conduct of some ofmy crew, especi- 
ally theirsad profanations of the Sabbath ; 
but amongst all this, I had many mer- 
cies, In general, I spent my Sabbaths 
with Mr. and Mrs. Bourne, excepting 
the forenoons, when I either preached, or 
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procured some Missionary to preach on 
board, under the Bethel -flaz, With 
Mr. B, and his church I enjoyed sweet 
intercouse : it consists of about 40 mem- 
bers, nearly all persons of colour; their 
exemplary piety and sweet consistency 
delighted my soul, whilst my faith was 
hacen pane in Him, who can thus 
perfect praise, alike out of the mouth of 
the poor and once ignorant West Indian, 
and the enlightened European.—Perhaps 
inheaven, I may introduce you to poor 
* Catherine,’ who was once a wild and 
ignorant girl, living in habitual and de- 
plorable sin, but is now, by the grace of 
God, a pattern of piety. It has rejoiced 
my heart to hear her, each Sabbath-day, 
repeat with correctness and simplicity 
her portion of Scripture, &c. It was 
Catherine who, when asked by Mrs. B., 
‘In what other way must we obey the 
commands of Christ” the ten com- 
mandments having been previously men- 
tioned, replied: ‘Take up thy cross, 
and follow me.’ I felt truly humbled at 
the appropriate reply. 

«*« Pegey’ is now advancing in years ; 
and does not make such rapid progress in 
her studies ; but I believe her to be truly 
pious. ‘ My greatest trouble,’ said she, 
‘is, my own wicked heart : even ’pon my 
bed, it wander here, and it wander 
dere ; it jump pon dis ting, and it jump 
*pon dat; and it neber catch any rest, 
till I fix him ’pon my Maker !’—Ah! do 
we never feel our hearts at rest, ex- 
cept when they are fixed on God? 

“«T felt very much, when, at Belize, [ 
parted with my passengers, Mr. and 
Mrs. Pilley, our Methodist friends. I 
put them on board asmall schooner which 
was to conduct them to Musquito shore ; 
we promised to pray for each other, and 
the last thing she said was, ‘ Tell them 
to send you to Musquito shore.’ 

“ On the 17th of January, I bade fare- 
well to this place, to which I have now 
made four voyages with very peculiar 
feelings. Should I ever see the West 
Indies again, O that it may be to 
preach the everlasting gospel of Jesus 
Christ ! ; 

«« Since I left Honduras, my attention 
has been almost entirely called to the 
navigation of the vessel; and I have 
found it quite impracticable to make any 
progress in study, and atthe same time 
fulfil my duty to Mr. Angas. We have 
social worship, morning and evening, and 
two public services every Sabbath. O 
for more grace, to preach the unsearch- 
able riches of Christ; to live as [ preach, 


- and to pray before I preach !” 


Again, in a letter dated “ Li- 
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verpool, Oct. 3rd, 1831, be thus 
expresses himself :— 


“ You know there are many, many 
thousands of poor negroes, in the West 
India Islands, who never heard of salva- 
tion through the blood of Christ. You 
will have learnt that the judgments of 
God are abroad in the earth, and that by 
a word he has swept away a large pro- 
portion of the populetion of one island 
in the Carribbean sea. The time is short, 
and it becomes us to work, while it is 
called day. You know that these poor 
negroes are looking, longing for that free- 
dom, which philanthropic Christians are 
endeavouring to procure forthem. You 
know that religion alone can fit any 
human being for the enjoyment of l- 
berty, or enable him to use it aright. Shall 
we not then gather our forces, go abroad 
with the mighty gospel, and be instru- 
ments in the hand of God to burst the 
more powerful bonds of hell, and break 
the shackles of Satanic bondage? True 
there may be many much more highly 
qualified than myself forthe work ; Lan- 
swer: If the Lord hath given me the 
earnest desire ; if I know something of 
the condition of these poor negroes, and 
jeel for them; if [have been inured to the 
climate; if I have the approval of the 
church to which I am united; and if 1 
am enabled, with any tolerable degree 
of acceptance to preach the doctrines of 
the gospel; why should I withhold my 
hand. ” 


In another communication 
dated Liverpool, October 15th, 
1831, he thus expresses ‘his final 
determination :— 


“Yesterday, I forwarded, in an in- 
closure to Dr. Newman, a letter to the 
Baptist Missionary Society, containing a 
free avd full offer of myself for the mis- 
sionary work. You will believe me 
when I say, this step was the result of 
much prayer, deliberation, and consulta- 
tion. Mr. Angas had previously writ- 
ten to me, and requested me to act ac- 
cording to the conviction of my own 
mind; 1 have experienced much assist- 
ance in speaking at the ‘ Bethel meet- 
ings ;’ which, together with other con- 
siderations, and those I urged in my 
last letter, led me to consider that I could 
not take any other step than that I have 
taken, The Lord knoweth the way that 
Ttake. Ob, may he direct my path!” 


Shortly after writing the above, 
he came to London; and after some 
deliberation on the part of the 
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society, was accepted as their 
missionary; although the then 
disturbed state of the West India 
Islands, i connexion with other 
circumstances, appeared to render 
his longer stay in England neces- 
sary and desirable. Attachment 
to the Christian society to which 
himself and Mrs. K. P. were 
united, and a desire to avail him- 
self of the public and private in- 
structions of their respected mi- 
nister, Dr. Newman (which latter 
were most kindly rendered and 
gratefully received), led them to 
fix their temporary residence in 
his near neighbourhood ; and here 
therefore we gladly suspend the 
exercise of our pen, that our 
readers may receive from that of 
his beloved pastor some particu- 
lars relative to his engagements 
at this time. 


[Not having at hand any me- 
morandum of the report 1 made 
to the committee, I can only state 
from recollection, that the many 
hours Mr. Kilner Pearson spent 
at my house were always looked 
for on my part with anticipations of 
pleasure, as they are now review- 
ed with a mournful satisfaction. 

_ Mr. P. was by various means 
well provided with elementary 
books. He took out with him 
also a valuable collection of theo- 
logical and missionarypublications 
presented tohim by thecommittee. 
During the year 1832, and 
part of 1833, he made himself 
master of the Hebrew Psalms, 
some portions of the Prophets, 
and some parts of the Greek Tes- 
tament. Sketches of sermons 
which he brought every week 
were freely discussed. The out- 
lines of lectures on Hebrew anti- 


quities and on church history, he 
copied, with many definitions of 
theological terms, and from fif- 
teen to twenty demonstrations of 
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the most important articles in a 
body of divinity. My instrue- 
tions were not confined to certain 
hours, though these were rigidly 
adhered to, but as I came often 
into contact with him, I endea- 
voured to impress upon his mind 
the results of my own experience, 
in the duties and the difficulties 
of the pastor’s office. And this I 
attempted with the greater zeal, 
under a strong conviction that 
(Providence permitting) he would 
be sure to communicate to others 
with all his characteristic ardour 
whatever he learnt and found 
useful. He was an excellent pen- 
man, and transcribed with great 
facility and exactness many va- 
luable things, while he was under 
my direction. 

But he is gone !—gone, per- 
haps, to some other department 
in the service of our Lord and Sa- 
viour whom he loved, concerning 
which all speculation would be 
presumptuous. The Lord comfort 
the widow in her sad _bereave- 
ment. Many others, I trust, will 
be raised up in that quarter, or 
sent out from this country, to 
serve our Lord Jesus Christ in 
the same excellent spirit which he 
constantly breathed. yy No] 


On the 7th of Sept. 1833, our 
dear friends left London for Ports- 
mouth, and on the 10th embarked 
for New York in the ‘ York,” 
where they arrived after a tem- 
pestuous passage on the 29th of 
the following month. We insert 
an extract or two from ‘a letter 
dated thence, and written imme- 
diately after their arrival, which 
may serve to show how constant 
his efforts were to promote the 
welfare of those around him. Re- 
ferring to their passage, he writes : 


‘ We had upwards of 100 persons on 
board, in whose spiritual welfare we 
felt deeply interested. One poor fe- 
male suffered so much from sea-sickness, 
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that serious danger was apprehended; 
the doctrines of the cross appeared to 
possess, in her eyes, a peculiar fitness to 
the case ofa guilty mortal upon the con- 
fines of eternity; and I do hope, she 
made an unreserved surrender of herself 
to Him who died to save. There is a 
luxury in doing good and the prospect 
of meeting those above to whom we 
may have been made useful on earth, af- 
fords an enjoyment which, methinks, an 
angel might covet. 

‘**My mind is principally ‘exercis- 
ed with regard to my missionary pro- 
spects; I feel dejected by the consi- 
deration of my own limited acquaint- 
ance, theoretical and experimental, with 
the truths I go to inculcate. Oh, pray 
for me and mine, that we may walk 
worthy of our high vocation!” 

“On the 5th of Nov. we expect to - 
sail for Nassau in the sloop ‘‘ Bob;’’ the 
vessel is small, but we have no alterna- 
tive, and only desire to be found in the 
path of duty, convinced that it is always 
a safe one; we expect to be ten or 
twelve days on our passage, so that ere 
this reaches you, we hope to be engaged 
heart and hand in our labours.” 

On their arrival at Nassau, they 
were most kindly welcomed by 
Mr. and Mrs. Burton, Mr. and 
Mrs. Nicholls, and other Chris- 
tian friends, and soon found their 
hands as fullas they could desire. 
The accounts Mr. P. transmitted 
to the Secretary of the mission, 
aud which have occasionally ap- 
peared in the ‘‘ Herald,” render it 
unnecessary to particularize here ; 
a few brief extracts from his. pri- 
vate correspondence shall suffice. 
The first, addressed to a beloved 


friend, bears date 
«© Nassau, New Providence, 
March 18, 1834.” 

“Last night,” he writes, ‘I found 
myself once more at Nassau, after an 
absence of six weeks, and a circuit of 
more than seven hundred miles, You will 
probably have heard from other sources 
of my mission to Turk’s Island ; suffice it 
to say, that I have seen sufficient to en- 
courage the hope that my labours there 
have not beenin yain. In regard to my 
pulpit efforts, dear E., perhaps, mistakes 
the character of our congregations here; 
they are composed, not only of natives, 
but more opulent “‘ islanders ;” the gover- 
nor is frequently one of our congregation 
at Nassau. At Turk’s Island, I Mad 


128 


generally among my hearers, persons 
who had been educated at colleges in 
America, or the first schools in Eng- 


‘land. I have not preached once since I 


left England, when I did not feel that I 
must do so, not only in the most fervent, 
but also in the most accurate mannerpos- 
sible. So far from finding difficulties in 
this respect less, I have found them 
greater in the West Indies than in Eng- 
land. At home, a plain thought may be 
dressed in pretty words, and interest the 
hearers : but here, my conscience would 
condemn me, were I to use any but the 
plainest words, while hundreds of illiter- 
ate Africans are before me; at the same 
time, the more enlightened will feel un- 
interested, unless there be something 
elevated and striking in the ideas thus 
simply clothed.” 

In a letter dated ‘“‘August 21st, 
1834,” after mentioning the very 
dangerous illness of his invaluable 
partner, he uses language which, 
slightly transposed, would doubt- 
less appropriately express the re- 
cent emotions of her own heart. 

‘Who shall complain? Who can esti- 
mate the good that may accrue from her 
short: visit to the Bahamas? She has 
known the Scriptures from her youth, her 
life has been spent in doing and getting 
good; if this be the finish, it is a noble 
finish, and your afflicted brother cannot 
but mingle with his tears the praises 
he means to sovereign grace, who made 
her what she is.” 

In Oct. 1834, writing to a dear 
friend and relative, he says :— 

«This day our dear child is six months 
old, and quite well ; she is much admired, 
especially on account of her sweet dispo- 
sition; but oh, H , few, very, very 
few, of the children of West Indian 
Missionaries live, and we hold her with 
aslack hand, and pray continually that 
her life may be hid with Christ in God.” 

After adding some affectionate 
counsel, relative to the children 
of the friend he addresses,. he 
thus concludes : 


“‘Teach them to be diligent in their’ 


business; that will prepare them to stand 
before Kings. Teach them to know 
their Creator ; that will prepare them to 
stand before God.” 

We shall close these extracts 
with one taken from a letter, the 


lag received by his friends in 


Memoir of the late Rev. Kilner Pearson. 


England, bearing date, Oct. 28th, 
1834, and addressed to a gentle- 
man for whom he entertained a 
very grateful regard, and from 
whose family, himself and Mrs, 
K. P. received numerous tokens 
of disinterested and generous 
friendship :— 

«You will see, dear sir, from Mrs. 
K. P.’s letter, that we have been the 
subjects of affliction, and you know what 
that means ; but we trust that these afflic- 
tions will be sanctified, and our souls 
benefited. _ We never regret having 
given ourselves up to the mission; we 
have never been tempted to think that 
we have sacrificed too much for Christ; 
we only regret our insufficiency. One 
thing we desire, hard to be attained, yet 
attainable, to have our wills entirely in 
unison with the willof God, that we may 
be cheerfully content under all cireum- 
stances, and in ‘all places, haying the 
all-consolatory persuasion that we are 
in the path of duty.” 


For the particulars received re- 
lative io Mr. K. Pearson’s decease, 
in addition to those which appear 
in the ‘‘ Missionary Herald” 
for this month, we must refer 


| to a letter from his bereaved part- 


ner, dated ‘“‘ Grand Kay, Turk’s 
Islands, Jan. 8rd, 1835,’ which 
contains the following affecting 
details :-— 

«On the 11th of December, my beloved 
husband rose from a sick bed, to em- 
bark on board the schooner which was 
to convey us to Turk’s Islands, and for 
a day or two appeared to revive. On 
the following Sunday, as we were rapidly 
advancing towards Turk’s Islands, he 
had dreadful pains in his chest, and told 
me, he did not think he could live 
through the night ; he sleeplessly passed 
the midnight hours, whilst the nurse 
who attended my sweet child and my- 
self kept watch; providentially the 
vessel got into port the next morning, 
and we were meton the bay by Dr. 
Chipman, who insisted on our repairing 
to his house. On reaching it, dear K. 
was conducted to his chamber, and had 
five ounces taken from him by cupping, 
as the inflammation in the chest was 
high ; to procure sleep the Dr .adminis- 
tered anodynes, which had but little 
effect. On trial by the tethiscope, the 
Dr. perceived that not only the lungs, 
but the liver and heart were affected, 
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and applied a blister with appropriate 
medicines. But there was no hope of 
his recovery ; his weak frame was com- 
pletely exhausted before he reached 
these shores. Aware of his approaching 
end, he spoke calmly of what was before 
him. During the ‘night, he suddenly 
awoke, and told me he had experienced 
ashock which language could not de- 
scribe ; I called up part of the family, 
and they summoned the Dr., who admi- 
nistered something for his relief. K, 
then requested him to read a chapter, 
which he did—the 10th of John; the 
fourth verse had been a comfort to my 
now glorified husband for many years. 
The next day he became much weaker, 
he desired me to read the ninety-ninth 
psalm, and to repeat part of the fifth 
chapter of the second of Corinthians. 
When the Dr. presented some medicine 
for him to take, he observed, ‘ Dr, I 
must shortly appear before God, and I 
wish to prepare,’ &c. On the following 
Tuesday his mind began to wander ; 
death made rapid advances. Seizing my 
hand and looking stedfastly at me, he 
asked four or five times, ‘ Do you know 
the joys of which you speak so often?’ 
His mind, though much affected, was 
fixed on heavenly things. I must not 
here record his expressions, but they 
were all heavenly. Watching by the 
dying bed of my much beloved husband, 
and faithful minister of the Lord, with 
two other friends, how earnestly did 1 
breathe my desires for his prolonged 
stay on earth! But no; the Lord 
had sent his ministering angels to 
waft the soul of his servant to the Sa- 
viour whom he loved. At three o’clock 
the next morning,the mortal change took 
place. In profound lethargic slumber, 
convulsions awfully shook his frame ; 
being quite insensible, the Dr. assured 
me, he believed he did not feel the dis- 
solution then taking place. Oh! who 
can tell the sorrows of my soul, at the 
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time I was wiping the cold sweats from 
his beloved face ? But the Saviour who 
was conveying him through the dark 
valley of the shadow ofdeath, was with 
me also. Yes, he did not forsake a 
worthless worm in the saddest hours of 
her life. The Rey. Mr. Lindsay, the 
clergyman, called at the time, and was 
asked to pray by my dearest partner ; he 
complied, and with deep solemnity read 
the prayers for the’dying, Just at their 
close, when the benediction was pro- 
nounced, the happy saint lifted up his 
eyes, gave a HEAVENTY smile, and with- 
out one groan or sigh, entered ‘the joy 
of bis Lord.’ All noticed the smile; 
indeed, there was unearthlyconsciousness 
in it. Mr. Horne improved his death 
from Isaiah lvii. 1, 2. The remains of 
my precious husband were interred the 
next day bythe side of Mr. Turton,aWes- 
leyan Missionary, who died herein 1825, 
I purpose raising a small tomb to mark 
the spot that enshrines the precious 
dust, which I verily believe will be 
watched over till the great rising day. 
The God of the widow has opened the 
hearts of many on my behalf, and very 
particularly in the kindness of Dr. 
Chipman and family. I and my dear 
fatherless babe are to consider his house 
our home, till (p. v.) we depart for 
England, which I hope we may shortly 
be enabled to do.” 


Here we must close ; and whilst 
Zion mourns the untimely removal 
of those whom she had sent forth, 
with fair hopes and bright antici- 
pations, to the help of the Lord, 
may others arise in her midst, 
more richly qualified and emi- 
nently endowed; may length of 
days be their heritage, and may 
their bow longer abide in 
strength ! 


ADDRESS OF THE BAPTIST UNION, 


ASSEMBLED IN NEW PARK STREET CHAPEL, LONDON, JuNE 18, 1834, To THEIR 
BRETHREN COMPOSING THE BAPTIST TRIENNIAL CONVENTION, MEETING AT 
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA, APRIL 27, 1835, AND FOLLOWING DAYS. 


Betovep BRETHREN, 

Tue Gospel is a source of many 
mercies to mankind; but one in 
particular demands our grate- 
ful remembrance on the pre- 
sent occasion: it awakens, by 
its spirit and doctrines, a dis- 


interested benevolence resem- 
bling that which distinguished its 
divine Founder. The hearts of 
his followers are thus united by 
a bond of spiritual sympathy ; 
their sorrows are divided, their 
joys are multiplied; and while, 
pd 


130 Address of the 


under the influence of holy hopes 
and desires, they long for the sal- 
vation of all their fellow-immor- 
tals, they are combined in indis- 
soluble bonds with those who are 
born of the same Spirit, and who 
cherish the expectation of inherit- 
ing the same glory. 

In this imperfect state, there- 
fore, when the servants of our 
Lord are separated from each 
other, sometimes by physical and 
at other times by moral causes, 
we embrace with pleasure the op- 
portunity of addressimg you af- 
forded by your Triennial Conven- 
tion. We are separated from you, 
brethren, by the ocean of mighty 
waters; but we are united to you 
by a love which many waters can- 
not quench. Our descent is one, 
our faith is the same, and our mu- 
tual hope is fixed on the same 
eternal glory. We rejoice in the 
same ordinances of our exalted 
Lord, and feel that our duty and 
privilege alike impel us to address 
you, both to express the interest 
we take in your welfare, and that 
we may learn more fully from you 
the grace you now experience, 

You will permit us, beloved 
brethren, cordially to congratu- 
late you on the high privileges you 
possess, beyond so many of the na- 
tions of the earth. We revert to 
the period when the ‘Pilgrim 
Fathers,’ driven by intolerance, 
took up their residence in your 
now happy country. With holy 
delight and gratitude we exult in 
the formation of your first State 
on the broad principles of entire 
civil and religious liberty, by Ro- 
ger Williams, a member of our 
own denomination. In your nu- 
merous and flourishing churches, 
in the extension of divine truth, 
and in those revivals of religion 
with which you have been so hap- 
pily favoured, we see the blessed 
fruits of voluntary Christian zeal; 
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we exclaim, ‘‘ What hath God 
wrought !” and devoutly pray that 
your distinguished public spirit, 
your union and brotherly love, 
and your benevolent efforts for the 
spread of the Gospel, may be long 
continued and greatly multiplied. 
Much of your success, in the use 
of the simple but powerful means 
of grace, we ascribe, under the in-~ 
fluence of the Holy Spirit, to your 
perfect freedom from the incum- 
brances of a state religion. And 
we devoutly trust that, unim- 
paired in their energy and efhi- 
ciency, your high privileges will 
be transmitted to the latest gene- 
ration. 

Persuaded, brethren, as we 
are of your warmest affection to- 
wards us, and of the deep interest 
you take in our welfare, which has 
been fully shown by the brethren 
who have visited our shores, and 
by all your publications, we will 
briefly state to you our present cir- 
cumstances and prospects. 

You must be fully aware that 
many things, with which you are 
practically unacquainted, com- 
bine,'in this part of the world, to re- 
tard the advancement of our pros- 
perity. Events, however, trans- 
piring in rapid succession, prove 
that these impediments are lessen- 
ing, and that far more correct 
views of the spirituality of our 
Lord’s kingdom are beginning to 
be cherished, which will, we trust, 
ere long, be prevalent around us. 

In addition to the evils without 
our immediate pale, there have 
been those within it, which have 
tended to diminish our success. 
We have had to deplore the ex- 
tensive influence of erroneous opi- 
nions in reference to the moral 
government of God and the obli- 
gations ofman; the abuse of doc- 
trines which are dear to our hearts 
as illustrating the sovereign love 
of Jehovah, which have been un- 
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happily perverted so as apparently 
to destroy the accountability of 
human beings; and the encourage- 
ment of a ministry with less men- 
tal culture and information than 
the state of society demanded. 
We bless the Great Head of the 
church, that we see these evils 
rapidly diminishing, and more 
scriptural views and holier prac- 
tices becoming prevalent. The re- 
sults are already encouraging. The 
number of our churches has in- 
creased within the last forty years 
more than threefold; so that we 
have now certainly not less than 
one thousand churches, most of 
which are” supplied with pastors. 
These churches probably contain 
from ninety-five to one hundred 
thousand members. Werejoice that 
very nearly the whole of them sup- 
port flourishing Sunday Schools, 
and aid in various ways the ex- 
tension of the Gospel around them; 
while Bible Classes, which God 
appears so greatly to have owned 
among you, are growing up a- 
mong us. 

We bless our heavenly Father 
for the success with which he has 
been pleased to honour our pub- 
lic societies. Our Home and Fo- 
reign Missions, our Societies for 
the Diffusion of Divine Truth in 
Ireland and on the continent of 
Europe, with our Colleges for the 
Education of the rising Ministry, 
are all favoured with support, with 
usefulness, and with prospects un- 
enjoyed at any former period of 
their history. Every year deepens 
our conviction, that while we ho- 
nour God, by extending his glory, 
he will honour us with increasing 
personal enjoyment, and with 
growing success in accomplishing 
his great designs. 

We cannot, beloved brethren, 
pass from this topic without ex- 
pressing our high gratification, 
excited by the kind sympathy you 
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have manifested towards our Irish 
Society, and the affectionate 
esteem you showed towards our 
brother, the Rev. Stephen Davis. 
We accept these expressions of 
your Christian benevolence both 
as indicating your zeal for the 
common cause of extending the 
Gospel, and as showing your re- 
gard to us as a denomination. The 
value of your donations was ex- 
ceedingly enhanced by being given 
at a season when they were so 
especially needed, and by the 
cheerful promptness with which 
they were afforded. We regret 
to add, that the Society you thus 
so materially assisted is yet bur- 
dened with a heavy debt, and has 
greatly suffered from the death 
of its revered secretary, the Rev. 
Joseph Ivimey. 
We trust, dear brethren, that 
you will unite with us in praise to 
our heavenly Father for the many 
things which claim our gratitude. 
Our lot is cast in the most event- 
ful times whieh have ever passed 
over our country. We feel more 
urgently called upon than at any 
previous period to oppose infide- 
lity and false religion at home, 
and to join the ranks of the Chris- 
tian church at large in destroying 
the heathenism and the superstition 
which yet govern so large a part 
of the earth. We witness efforts, 
daily increasing in number and in 
power, to separate, in our own 
country, the unholy union between 
the church and the world; and, 
tremblingly alive to our respon- 
sibility and our dangers, we im- 
plore the millions of our beloved 
brethren across the Atlantic to 
“pray for us.” Entreat, we be- 
seech you, our Father and your 
Father, our God and your God, 
that in this great contest we may 
be preserved from the defilements 
of the world, and may hate even 
the garment spotted by the flesh. 
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Implore that on us the Spirit of 
our God may descend, that we 
may exemplify the pure and en- 
lightened principles of Christi- 
anity, and constrain the enemies 
of the truth to glorify our Lord, 
And now, beloved brethren, we 
repeat the assurance of our warm- 
est affection for you; we sympa- 
thize in all your joys and your 
sorrows; we earnestly pray that 
you may enjoy the gracious pre- 
sence of the Great Head of the 
church in all your assemblies ; 
and that wisdom and power may be 
bestowed upon you; and, finally, 
we entreat our God that our mu- 
tual piety, zeal, and devotion 
may be sanctified by his Spirit to 
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throughout the world. Never may 
our labours cease till the earth be 
filled with his glory. 
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Brethren, the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with youall. Amen. 
We are, beloved brethren, 
Yours, in the faith and service 
of our blessed Redeemer. 


‘| Signed by order and in the pre- 


sence of the Baptist Union, in 
New Park Street Chapel, Lon- 
don, June 18, 1834 


F..A. Cox, LL.D., 
Chairman. 
W.H. Murcn, of Stepney 
College, 
JosEPH BELCHER, 
Secretaries. 


W: Newmay, D.D. 

J.E. Gigs, 

CHARLES STOVEL, 

Tuomas Price, 

Tuomas Tuomas, 
Committee. 


THE CHRISTIAN ARMOUR. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear Sir, 

Ir has frequently been observed 
that a short series of connected 
essays, On some experimental and 
practical subject, is well adapted 
to sustain the interest felt by pious 
readers in periodical publications. 
With this view, I submit to your 
judgment the following introduc- 
‘tory remarks, which, if approved, 
I will endeavour to follow by a 
succession of papers on the Nature 
of the Christian's Conflict ; and 
the Appointed Means of Defence. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Yours, respectfully, 
Clapham, J, Epwarps. 

Eph. vi. 10, 11: Finally, my 
brethren, be strong in the Lord and 
in the power of his might. Put 
on the whole armour of God, &c. 

The inspired writer of this epis- 
tle dates it from a ‘prison, where 


he was in bonds for the gospel ; 
yet, to the honour of that cause 
in which he suffered, he does not 
indulge in a strain of grief on ac- 
count of his privations and suffer- 
ings, nor in bitter invectives against 
his enemies; but, like a valiant 
general, when he thought of his 
fellow-soldiers, he felt himself 
transported in spirit to the camp, 
and every line is calculated to ani- 
mate and encourage them to fight 
the good fight of faith, and lay 
hold on eternal life. 

The Christian’s life is often re- 
presented as a warfare; and, in 
accordance with this representa- 
tion, Christ is called the Captain 
of salvation, and his followers are 
exhorted to be good soldiers of 
Jesus Christ. 

To maintain this character, it 
is of the utmost importance that 
they be well acquainted with the 
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enemies with which they have to 
contend, the privations they may 
be called to experience, the armour 
provided for their defence, and, 
above all, the mighty power, skill, 
and fidelity of their General, under 
whose conduct they may, with the 
utmost confidence, expect the 
victory. 

As courage is a first quality in 
the character of a soldier, it is 
here introduced before the ar- 
mour is particularized, intimating 
thereby its great importance, and 
that the patient self-denial enjoin- 
ed by the gospel, does not impair 
the holy fortitude of those who 
are called to glory and virtue. 

This exhortation intimates that 
the Christian’s conflict will re- 
quire great courage and resolu- 
tion. Whether we consider the 
duties to be performed, the priva- 
tions to be endured, or the ene- 
mies with which he has to con- 
tend, it will appear that a timid, 
feeble, undecided state of mind 
is altogether unsuitable. Hence 
the frequency with which holy for- 
titude is enjoined. Joshua i.7: 
‘« Be thou strong and very cou- 
rageous, that thou mayest observe 
and do according to all the law 
which Moses my servant com- 
manded thee.” Isa. xxv. 4: “ Say 
to them of a fearful heart, Be 
strong ;” and again, 2 Tim. ii. 1: 
“« My son, be strong in the grace 
that is in Christ Jesus.” 

When the tide of public feeling 
runs strong against any religious 
duty, either because it is regarded 
by the generality as antiquated or 
non-essential, it requires more 
true courage to obey God faith- 
fully, even in times of peace, than 
to sustain the heat of battle where 
the danger of delay is unques- 


tionable, and the alternative of 


conquest or death admits of no 
hesitation. Hence many, who have 
fought manfully on signal occa- 
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sions, have, through fear, shame, 
or the example of others, become 
indifferent to the word of com- 
mand, and have tamely been led 
captive by a despicable foe. 

The Christian must not only 
learn obedience, but also to endure 
hardness as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ. To be called, like Abra- 
ham, to leave his kindred and his 
country; like Israel, to perform a 
painful march through a dreary 
desert; or, like the apostles, to en- 
dure reproach, to be esteemed 
a fool for Christ’s sake, and not 
to count his own life dear to him- 
self, will require the strength of 
the Lord to secure the victory. 
Still more especially is courage 
required when conflicting with the 
powers of darkness, by whose ma- 
lignant craftiness many despond- 
ing fears are suggested to the 
minds of those whom they seek to 
destroy. 

Fully aware that integrity of 
principle, and skill in arms, pro- 
duce little effect when confidence 
is lost, it is usual to assault their 
faith in God; and even the Cap- 
tain of our salvation was tempted 
to doubt his relation to the Father 
—to pervert the care of his Pro- 
vidence, and to break the first 
and great commandment by wor- 
shipping the god of this world! 
What impious thoughts will he 
inject into imperfect minds, who 
thus tempted the Son of God to 
despair, to presumption, and to 
idolatry ! 

Again: The Christian soldier 
is to be strong in the Lord, and 
in the power of his might. In 
other conflicts, the strength of a 
general is in the army, here it is 
the reverse; the strength of the 
host is in the Lord of hosts. The 
Captain of our salvation has given 
ample proof of his mighty power. 
What leader of an host beside 
him could feed the hungry, heal 
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the sick, control the most power- 
ful and destructive elements of 
“nature—recal departed spirits ; 
thus demonstrating that matter 
and mind, things visible and in- 
visible, were subject to him. With 
what confidence may the Christian 
soldier trust in his power, with 
whom all things are possible ! 

To animate him in the conflict, 
what exceeding great and precious 
promises are given! Is he discou- 
raged because of the briars and 
thorns that beset his path? “Thy 
shoes shall be iron and brass, and 
as thy day, so thy strength.” Does 
he sometimes view, with dismay, 
the number and power of his ene- 
mies? The voice of his commander 
is, “‘ More are they that be with 
thee than those that be with them.” 
‘“¢ Fear not, 1am with thee; be 
not dismayed, Iam thy God: I 
will strengthen, yea, I awill up- 
hold thee by the right hand of my 
righteousness.” If a messenger 
of Satan be suffered to buffet him, 
the promise is, “‘ My grace is suf- 
ficient for thee; my strength is 
perfectin thy weakness.” Victory 
is certain, for “ inthe Lord Jeho- 
vah is everlasting strength.” To 
illustrate the effect of this holy 
confidence, witness the case of 
David when he overcame Goliah. 
He went forth in the name of the 
God of Israel, whose armies the 
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proud Philistine had defied ; with 
a sling and a stone he slew the 
haughty foe. Thus strengthened, 
the feeble may become as David, 
and David as an angel of God. 
One may chase a thousand, and 
two put ten thousand to flight. 
What the case of David dllus- 
trates, that of Paul exemplifies. 
«Jf God be for us,” says he, 
‘* who can be against us?” ‘* Who 
is he that condemneth? &c. Who 
shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? shall tribulation, or dis- 
tress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
Nay, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through 
him that loved us.” 

But let the Christian soldier re- 
member, he must fight if he would 
gain the victory—he must over- 
come ere he sit down with Christ 
upon his throne; and, although 
absolute weakness in _ himself, 
every true believer may say with 
Paul, ‘1 can do all things through 
Christ that strengtheneth me.” 

The apostle proceeds to describe 
the different weapons, and their 
use; in which we will follow him, 
if God permit. In the meantime, 
let the Christian not forget, that 
this trust in God is opposed to 
self-confidence, and that with 
Paul he may say, ‘* WhenI am 
weak, then am I strong.” 


THE LATE CHRISTOPHER SMART. 


To the Editor of the 
Dear Sir, 

Some years ago a curious book 
came under my notice, entitled, 
‘*A Translation of the Psalms of 
David, attempted in the Spirit of 
Christianity, and adapted to the 
Divine Service. By Curisto- 
PHER Smart, A.M., some time 
Fellow of Pembroke Hall, Cam- 
bridge, and Scholar of the Uni- 
versity. London,4to.1765.” There 
are also, at the close of the vo- 
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lume, ‘* Hymns and Spiritual 
Songs for the Fasts and Festivals 
of the Church of England ;” and 
lastly, ‘‘ A Song to David,” con- 
taining eighty-six stanzas. 

In reference to this poem, my 
curiosity has been excited, by 
reading in the Eclectic Review: 
“Composed during the author’s 
confinement in a madhouse, when 
denied the use of pen, ink, and 
paper. Neither Anderson nor 


Poetry. 


Chalmers was able to obtain it 
for insertion in the Works of the 
Poets.” (Aug. 1819, p. 196.) 

A few days ago I was induced 
to look into it again, by reading a 
volume of the ‘‘ Library of En- 
tertaining Knowledge,” in which 
it is thus described: ‘* An Eng- 
lish poetical composition of great 
power, entitled ‘A Song to David,’ 
which was reprinted a few years 
ago, and attracted considerable 
notice, in consequence of a re- 
semblance which some stanzas of 
it were conceived to present to a 
celebrated passage in one of Lord 
Byron’s works, was written by its 
author, Christopher Smart, with 
charcoal, on the walls of his cell, 
while confined in a madhouse.” 
Pursuit of Knowledge under Dif- 
ficulties, 1830, vol. i., p. 280. 

Perhaps a small specimen may 
be acceptable. 


Ee 

Tell them, Iam! Jehovah said 

To Moses; while earth heard in dread ; 
And, smitten to the heart, 

At once above, beneath, around, 

All nature, without voice or sound, 
Replied, O Lord, thou art ! 


LXXxvI. 
Strong is the lion—like a coal 
His eye-ball—like a bastion’s mole 
His chest against the foes: 
Strong the gier-eagle on his sail, 
Strong against tide, th’ enormous whale 
Emerges, as he goes. 
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But stronger still, in earth and air, 
And in the sea, the man of prayer, 
And far beneath the tide ; 
And in the seat to faith assign’d, 
Where ask is have, where seek is find, 
Where knock is open wide. 
LXXIX, 
Beauteous the moon full on thel wn; 
And beauteous, when the veil’s with- 
The virgin to her spouse; [drawn, 
Beauteous the temple deck’d and fill’d, 
When to the heay’n of heav’ns they build 
Their heart-directed vows. 
LXXXIV. 
Glorious the sun in mid career ; 
Glorious th’ assembled fires appear ; 
Glorious the comet’s train ; 
Glorious the trumpet’s loud alarm ; 
Glorious th’ Almighty stretch’d-out arm; 
Glorious th’ enraptur’d main: 
LXXXVI. 
Glorious—more glorious is the crown 
Of Him that brought salvation down 
By meekness, call’d thy Son ; 
Thou at *stupendous truth beliey’d, 
And now the matchless deed’s achiev’d, 
Determin’d, dar’d, and done. 

Now, Sir, perhaps you or one 
of your poetical readers can favour 
us with the celebrated passage in 
Lord Byron’s works above referred 
to; and if you can further favour 
us with any authentic account of 
Christopher Smart’s life and writ- 
ings,t it may be interesting to 
many. At all events, it will 
much gratify Yours, very truly, 

Bow. Ve Ths 


* Here, probably, is a misprint.” 
+ Query—was he one of the transla- 
tors of Horace? . 
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THE TALE OF A SKULL. 


In a vault beneath Rothwell church, Northamptonshire, is a remarkably curious 
collection of skulls and other bones, discovered about 200 years ago by some workmen. 
All attempts to ascertain the cause of this strange accumulation have failed. The 
following lines embody one hypothesis on the subject. 


Within the charnel-house I stood, where round on every hand, 
The bones of men lay thick and wide, like pebbles on, the strand ; 
No tongue could tell by what event they here so strange reposed, 
Old Time was dumb, and record true the secret ne’er disclosed, 


Upon that heap looked beauty’s eye with wild and anxious gaze, 

And youthful strength the ruin saw with wonderful amaze ; 

While damps of death upon each skull stood forth both thick and cold, 
And lights burned dim within the vault which did the relics hold. 


t 
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Thus while I stood one fieshless skull with gaping hE stared, 
Among the mass commotion strange some mystery eclared ; 
The hollow jaws, with direful skill, the gloomy silence broke, 
Tn tones that did the spirit thrill,—then thus the spectre spoke :— 


«Let beauty’s eye now gaze on me, with bright and living fire, 

Let youthful strength and manly pride survey these relics dire ; 

Time rolls along, and soon that light grows dark within the grave, 

That strength decays, that pride’s laid low, which youth and vigour gave. 


“T tell a tale of other years, come listen then tome: 

Full thrice five hundred years have passed since 1 was like to thee ; 
Upon the battle-field I stood, and gazed upon the foe, ; 

And glory’s plume waved o’er my head, and bright my arms did glow ; 


“ Love’s tender joys my spirit filled, and urged my lance away F 

To drink his blood, who, dark and strong, would make those joys his prey ; 
And home’s delightful ties were then fast twined around my heart, 

As on I pressed to chase the foe who sought those bonds to part. 


«From morn to eve the battle raged, full many a warrior fell, 

And all around bestrewed the ground, a scene too sad to tell; 

While streams of blood, like angry flood, rolled down upon the plain, 
And hearts once strong, a helpless throng, sunk ne’er to rise again. 


“‘ Upon that battle-field we lay, to all a ghastly sight ; 

The sun its beams threw dowu by day, the sky its dews by night ; 
The vulture’s bill our flesh did fill, and wolves, with ravening maw, 
The heart that once with rapture beat, from out our breasts did draw. 


«‘Ten moons had passed, and sun and blast did bleach us on the plain, ° 
When friends drew nigh, and silently our whitened bones did gain ; 
With reverence true they placed us here, within our dark, cold bed, 
And holy words, to rest our souls, by priestly lips were said. 


“Then why should laugh and careless glee our long repose molest? 

A. little while, and in the grave your healthful limbs shall rest ; 

Those eyes, now bright with living fire, in darkness melt away, 

And worms among those limbs, so strong, shall twine themselves at play.” 


It ceased—the skull once more reposed, and silence reigned around ; 
The light of heaven I quick regained above that charnel-ground ; 
The tale of other years disclosed within that vault to me, 

«That man is like the fallen flower,” a record sure shall be. 


Heb. 


The subject of our Correspondent’s muse naturally brought to our recollection two 


stanzas in Lord Byron’s “ Childe Harold,” exquisitely descriptive of the Humax 
Sxurt—that relic of a sentient, and once anxious, being—that appendant of our 


rational nature, which corruption and the grave have consented awhile to spare, as 


if to teach us the vanity of life when dissevered from futurity, and to mock the 


pride of intellectual greatness, 


of * * * * % 


Remove yon skull from out the scatter’d heaps: 
Is that a temple where a god may dwell? 
Why ev’n the worm at last disdains her shatter’d cell. 


Look on its broken arch, its ruin’d wall, 

Its chambers desolate, and portals foul : 

Yes, this was once Ambition’s airy hall, 

The dome of Thought, the palace of the Soul. 
Behold through each lack-lustre, eyeless hole, 
The gay recess of Wisdom and of Wit, 

And Passion’s host, that never brook’d control 
Can all saint, sage, or sophist ever writ, 

People this lonely tower, this tenement refit? 
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REVIEWS. 


The Causes of the Corruptions of Christi- 
anity. By the Rev. Roserr Vavonan, 
Professor of Ancient and Modern His- 
tory in the University of London. pp. 
432,—Jackson and Walford. 


Pathology has long been studied 
with a diligence and perseverance 
which its importance in medical sci- 
ence demands; but the symptoms 
and causes of a morbid Christianity, 
even up to this time, are examined 
with reluctance, and imperfectly un- 
derstood. It may not be improper, 
therefore, before we commence the 
more gratifying part of our duty— 
to give our readers some account of 
this highly interesting volume—to 
occupy a brief portion of our li- 
mited space, by considering why a 
subject sointimately connected with 


the prosperity of pure and undefiled — 


religion should be so extensively 
neglected, and allowed to continue 
in almost total abeyance. After 
much reflection on the subject, we 
are disposed to refer the cause of 
this criminal and dangerous indif- 
ference, ina great degree at least, 
to the ascendancy of one prevailing 
evil-—fear ; fear of the fatigne, and 
of the result of inquiry. Though we 
are far from intending to insinuate 
that, in order to detect many perni- 
cious and popular errors, which at 
present defile and distort the lovely 
countenance of Christianity, it is 
indispensable to be either so eru- 
dite or so elaborate as Professor 
Vaughan; yet, circumstanced as 
things now are, it is impossible, 
without labour, to ascertain ‘‘ what 
is truth,” in relation to some im- 
portant articles both of faith and 
practice: and there is also a dis- 
tressing indisposedness in many 
persons to incur the fatigue that 
may be experienced in pursuing 
such subjects, through the en- 
tanglements and perplexities in 
which, by ignorance and artifice, 
they have been involved. Every 
honourable expedient to arouse such 
persons from their guilty supine- 


ness, and to excite their minds to 
vigorous exertion, should be em. 
ployed. They should be reminded 
of the language of the Saviour: 
“* ‘What saith the law—how readest 
thou?” and of the prophet: “To 
the law and to the testimony ; if they 
speak not according to this rule, it 
is because there is no light in them;”’ 
and of the apostle: ‘“* Of these 
things they are willingly ignorant.” 
But were this difficulty surmounted, 
there remains another, certainly 
not less formidable, to be overcome. 
It is greatly to be feared, that even 
to the renewed, as well as to the un- 
converted,it must sometimes besaid, 
‘“*Men love darkness rather than 
light, because their deeds are evil.” 
It is distinctly perceived, that, 
should the course of truth lie ina 
direction, not only somewhat differ- 
ent, but directly opposed to that 
which has been adopted and long 
pursued, in which, too, so many 
friendships have been formed, and 
with which so many interests are 
connected, either the reproaches of 
an insulted conscience must be con- 
tinually endured, or entreaties, 
tears, nay, perhaps threats, must be 
resisted : ‘* And who is sufficient for 
these things ”’ We are not, fhow- 
ever, at liberty to forget the decla- 
ration, nor him who made it: “ If 
any man come after ine, and hate not 
his father and mother, and wife 
and children, and brethren and 
sisters, yea, and his own life also, 
he cannot be my disciple.” To sur- 
vey these obstacles with Christian 
composure, which, in more instances 
than can be enumerated, supervene 
between truth and the inquirer ; and, 
under the united influence of mental 
and moral fortitude, to determine 
that no opposing barriers shall im- 
pede the investigation, or prevent its 
practicai results, requires a rich sup- 
ply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ. In 
the absence of this almost forgotten 
or feebly solicited assistance, there 


are multitudes, under a profession 
x 
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of religion, continually employed in 
administering sedatives to their own 
-unquiet minds, and endeavouring 
to keep each other in countenance, 
while the ‘ Corruptions of Chris- 
tianity,” both as to principle and 
practice, are permitted to supersede 
the authoritative claims of pure and 
evangelical truth, and, in the hands 
of such persons, not unfrequently 
become weapons of determined hos- 
tility to oppose its resistless pro- 
gress. In short, were but the same 
proportion of ardent zeal and perse- 
vering research consecrated to the 
interests of divine truth, which al- 
most from the commencement of 
Christianity, has been occupied in 
its desecration, how much more ex- 
tended and triumphant, at this pe- 
riod, would have been its dominion ! 
But great is the truth, and it must 
finally prevail. 

In the preface to the volume be- 
fore us, the respected author says : 

«« Norcan it bematter of doubt, with 
such as have been in frequent inter- 
course with religious persons, that few 
minds are more liable to be deluded by 
the passing phantasies of false religion, 
than those which, from deeming it 
enough to adopt certain general and ob- 
vious principles, have allowed them- 
selves to remain in ignorance with re- 
spect to the impositions practised by 
those phantasies on the men of other 
times. It is to me unquestionable, that 
the persons avowing themselves the 
most exclusive students of the true, 
have commonly proved the easiest dupes 
of the false ; they have refused to con- 
cern themselves with the records of hu- 
man folly or deception, and have become 
victims of the very evils they professed 
to contemn ; hence it happens, that men 
who err the most in religious specula- 
tion, are generally the last to suspect 
themselves of error,” 

Of the correctness of this state- 
ment we entertain no doubt, and 
would, therefore, urge it upon the 
attention of all whose opportunities 
are favourable to a practical regard 
of its suggestion ; yet, when we con- 
sider what an overwhelming majo- 
rity of Christians must, from neces- 
sity, ‘‘ refuse to concern themselves 
with the records of human folly or 
deception,” whether as contained in 
the writings of antiquity, or exhi- 
bited in the desirable form of these 


Review.— Vaughan’s Causes of the 


valuable lectures, we cannot but 
feel unspeakable satisfaction in re- 
minding these numerous disciples 
of the Saviour, of their exalted pri- 
vilege to sit with humble docility 
at his feet, and thus, from its purest 
source, derive unerring instruction, 
both as to their faith and obedience ; 
being at the same time assured, that, 
in pursuing this course, *‘ wayfaring 
men, though fools, shail not err.” 

The advertisement to this volume, 
““ by the Committee of the Congre- 
gational Library,” gives an interest~ 
ing account of that establishment— 
the institution of these lectures, and 
adverts to the qualifications of those 
by whom they are delivered. 

The present course, by Professor 
Vaughan, is comprehended in nine 
lectures: the first and second are, 
** On the Corruption of Christian- 
ity from Tendencies in the present 
condition of Human Nature.” The 
third and fourth, ‘‘ On the Cor- 
ruption of Christianity from Misap- 
prehensions of Judaism.” The fifth 
sixth, and seventh, ‘‘ On the Cor- 
ruption of Christianity from the 
Influence of Gentile Philosophy.” 
The two last, ‘On the Corrup- 
tion of Christianity from the Influ- 
ence of ancient Pagauism.” 

From the nature of these inqui-~ 
ries, and the well-known ability of 
the author to conduct them, our 
readers, who have not yet had an 
opportunity of perusing this inte- 
resting work, will naturally antici- 
pate no ordinary measure of infor- 
mation whenever they may be so 
privileged. We sincerely wish it 
were in our power to give extracts, 
which, by their completeness, might 
do justice to the labours of the ta- 
lented author, or convey to our 
readers an adequate view of their 
importance. The following passage, 
in the first lecture, might have been 
appropriately adduced in confirma- 
tion of some of ovr introductory 
remarks ;— 8 

“Tt is not necessary that we should 
be able to say how small a portion of 
effort, or of knowledge, may be sufficient 
to salvation, in the case of persons who. 
are placed in circumstances unfayour- 
able to habits of inquiry. The fact is 
plainly before us, that the indolence of 
the human mind, the source of much 


Corruptions of Christianity. 


error, on all other matters, is the prolific 
parent of corruption with regard to 
Christianity. We do not say that men 
must possess the studious habits of phi- 
losophers in order to be Christians ; 
but it is demanded, imperatively, that 
they should seek, ifthey would find; and 
that they should learn of Jesus, if they 
would be saved by him. To this duty, 
however, the sloth of the human under- 
standing is so directly opposed, as to 
lead, in some instances, to a total rejec- 
tion of the gospel ; and more frequently 
to the adoption of false views concern- 
ing it. We presume that persons who 
would obtain the slightest acquaintance 
with the laws of nature, must do more 
than breathe the air, or glance upon the 
heavens ; but unless an effort, scarcely 
more considerable, might suffice to ren- 
der the majority of our species wise unto 
salvation, there has been little prospect, 
if left to themselves, of their ever be- 
coming thus wise ; so inert have been 
their faculties with regard to every thing 
intellectual, and especially with regard 
to every thing religious.” p. 26. 


Referring to the tendency of pride 
to corrupt Christianity, the follow- 
ing just and striking remarks are 
introduced :— 


“¢ Viewed in its influence on Christi- 
anity, it must be apparent, that the ten- 
dency of pride will be to give plausible- 
ness and efficiency to every thing that 
may favour those elated conceptions, as 
to the present condition of human na- 
ture, which persons of this character are 
ever disposed to entertain. When a 
man of this class is also a man of bene- 
volence, the flattering judgment which 
he has formed of himself may be the 
effect, in part, of similar misconception 
with regard to the intellectual or the 
moral power of the mind in general ; 
and his persuasion will perhaps be, that 
his plea is not urged so much in his own 
behalf, as in behalf of the species. 

“But, however modified by this or 
by other causes, the habit of mind now 
considered is in direct opposition to the 
avowed spirit of the first preachers of 
the gospel ; to the most explicit injunc- 
tions of holy writ; and to the natural 
tendency of the doctrine which it pro- 
mulgates. There are lessons involved in 
this doctrine, with regard to the present 
state of the human understanding, and 
of the human heart, which must render 
a lowly docility under the teachings of 
inspiration, and the deepest self-abase- 
ment on account of our guilt and cor- 
ruption, a reasonable service. There is 
a marked peculiarity with which the 
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proud will be especially offended. The 
impression of such minds is, that men 
only need make the effort, in order to 
become both as wise and as good as duty 
may require. But itis the doctrine of 
Scripture, that men are blind in heart, 
and that if ever they attain to true wis- 
dom, he who commandeth the light to shine 
out of darkness, must shine into their hearts, 
to give them the light of the knowledge of 
his glory, as it shines in the face of Jesus 
Christ. And as to our sufficiency for 
duties, strictly religious, spiritual, hea- 
venly in their character, the doctrine of 
Paul is, In me, that is, in my flesh, 
dwelleth no good thing. It is a divine 
energy which must descend upon us, if 
we are turned from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God. In 
these, and in a multitude of similar pas- 
sages in Scripture, we have acknow- 
ledgments with respect to our fallen and 
dependant condition, which must be as 
gall and wormwood to the haughty pre- 
possessions of the children of this world.” 
—pp. 80, 81. 


This is ‘sound speech, which 
cannot be condemned; and we. 
earnestly hope that the worthy 
author may long be spared to pub- 
lish and defend it, both from 
the pulpit and the press. It will 
live through every age, survive all 
hostility, and, in its humbling and 
animating influence, remain when 
every opposing corruption of Chris- 
tianity shall have for ever ceased to 
defile and destroy. 

In the fifth lecture, the various 
schemes of *‘ Gentile Philosophy” 
are submitted to examination; and 
it is but too evident that in those 
instances (and they have not 
been few) in which they have been 
in operation, in connexion with 
Christianity, they have exerted 
a deteriorating influence on its pu- 
rity and simplicity. Towards the 
close, the professor says: 


“‘ This summary and consecutive view 
of the ancient systems of philosophy 
has been rendered necessary by the man- 
per in which the doctrines included in 
them have become connected with Chris- 
tianity, and have proved the occasion of 
its injury. But the general information . 
which it conveys, in regard to the cha- 
racter and bistory of the human mind, 
should not be uninteresting. We yield 
to vulgar delusion, if we suppose that 
these by-gone opinions are matters with 
which we can have no practical concern. 
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The records of folly and extravagance 
may suggest the lessons of wisdom and 
moderation, They are beacons along 
‘the troubled sea we have to navigate ; 
and which, so far from being valueless, 


may prove the most efficient means of 


our personal safety. To be unacquainted 
with these instances of failure or excess, 
when forming a judgment on the general 
capability of the human mind, must be 
to conclude from partial premises, and to 
conclude, in consequence, defectively, 
often erroneously. The many aberra- 
tions on the subject of religion, and on 
many other matters, in our own time, 
are really little else than a recurrence of 
former errors, and a recurrence of them 
which might not have taken place, at 
least to the same extent, if the mstrue- 
tion furnished by the past had been 
duly improved. When, for example, 
we see our contemporaries ensnared 
by pretenders to supernatural powers 
and special inspiration; when we see 
the most ascetic airs of spirituality, ac- 


companied with an habitual indulgence of 


the most malevolent passions ; when we 
find the loftiest elements of pride con- 
cealed under a garb of a lowly insigni- 
ficance ; is it nothing to know that these 
are only some of the forms which human 
nature has Been ever assuming, some- 
times in connexion with the true reli- 
gion, sometimes with the false, and 
sometimes without the aid of any reli- 

ious influence whatsoever. Man is, 
indeed, a mysterious being ; his heart, 
whocan know it? The webof his men- 
tal and moral state is always woven 
from innumerable threads; and those 
who have studied his history the most, 
are’most convinced that, in more than one 
respect, he is fearfully and wonderfully 
made. A sense of our common danger 
should induce a common sympathy, and 
lead_us, not only to implore the divine 
guidance for ourselves, but to intercede, 
with the tenderest solicitade, for such as 
may have erred from the truth,”’—p,.242, 


Glad should we be to extend yet 
much further this already protract- 
ed article, by transcribing many 
other passages, of equal value with 
those which have been introduced, 
from the luminous pages of this in- 
teresting and edifying volume. We 
have no doubt, however, but it will 
be, if it be not already, in extensive 


circulation, and that our notice of 


it need not be more enlarged. At 
the same time we think our readers 
will vot be displeased by our pre- 


senting them, in conclusion, with. 


Review.—Godwin on the Atheistic Controversy. 


| the last paragraph in this excellent 
work. 


“In concluding this course of Lectures 
T cannot forbear to observe, that while 
the evils associated with the Christianity 
of remote ages have all, more or less, 
an existence among us, it is in a dimi- 
nished and much enfeebled form. We 
every where see upon them the signs of 
a state of things which decayeth and 
wazeih old. Lengthened was the inter- 
va] appointed to precede the amnounce- 
ment of our holy religion to mankind, 
and a long night of trial has since been 
allotted to it; but there is much, very 
much, to warrant hope that the fu- 
ture will constitute the age of its purity 
and its triumphs ; that, better understood 
and more devoutly received, it will pour 
down its richest blessings on a world in 
which it has suffered such manifold and 
protracted wrong. Nor am I aware of 
anything that would more certainly in- 
dicate the near approach of such a con- 
£ummation, than a more general disposi- 
tion among Christians to investigate the 
causes which have served to produce the 
many corruptions of their common 
Christianity. If the costly process 
which has been going on through the 
last eighteen hundred years has in it 
any design, it must be to instruct us 
more profoundly with respect to the 
weak points of our fallen nature; but 
the failures of humanity in this new 
scene of trial must be studied, or they 
will never minister in their proper mea- 
sure to our warning and improvement.” 
—p. 431. 


Lectures on the Atheistic Controversy : 
Delivered in the months of February and 
March, 1834, at Sion Chapel, Bradford, 
Yorkshire ; Forming the First Part of 
a Course of Lectures on Infidelity. By 
the Rev. B. Goowim, Author of ‘Lec- 
tures on British Colonial Slavery,” &c. 
pp. 279.—Jackson and Walford. 

It has often been remarked that 
the language of the atheist, ‘“‘ There 
is no God,” is rather an expression 
of desire than of persuasion, induced 
by the fearful conviction that if 
there be a God “that judgeth in 
the earth,” the doom of the man 
who denies his being must be 
tremendous. Some thinking per- 
sons have been disposed to ques- 
tion whether it is possible that 
among rational beings, — strictly 
speaking, an atheist can be found. 


Review. —Godwin on the Atheistic Controversy. 


And indeed, when it is considered to 
what an enormous extent any one 
must be the dupe of credulity, before 


he can settle down into the absurd. 


negation which supposes an infini- 
tude of effects withouta final cause— 
instances of matchless skilland mani- 
fest design without a contriver or 


proposed end ; the very existence of 


such a fool (we use the Scripture ex- 
pression) may not unreasonably be- 
come a subject of doubtful dispu- 
tation. Aft the same time, with 
the deepest regret it must be acknow- 
ledged that not only are there many 
who openly profess their utter re- 
jection and contempt of every 
principle and obligation of reveal- 
ed religion, but, with a zeal and per- 
severance worthy of the best of 
causes, omit no endeavour, and 
suffer no opportunity to escape, to 
entomb others in the same sepulchre 
of infidelity in which they are in- 
closed. In accountiog for deliver- 
ing his ‘‘ Lectures on the Atheistic 
Controversy,” Mr. Godwin says :— 


“T behold, with deep regret, vice 
assuming a great degree of boldness, 
and perceive that a daring spirit of in- 
fidelity has, to a considerable extent, not 
only rejected the truths of revelation, 
but even denied or questioned the being 
of a God. I -find that, beside regular 
meetings for discussing the favourite 
topics of scepticism, many works of 
infidelity are in circulation, and that 
the opportunities afforded for the incul- 
cation of its tenets, by the frequent in- 
tercourse to which manufacturing em- 
ployments give rise, are by no means 
lost.” p. 6. 


In the first lecture, too, we have 
the following passage :— 


“ Nor must it be concealed that the 
disciples of infidelity have latterly been 
considerably increasing innumber. I do 
not wonder at it. Why should we be 
surprised that, while so many have a 
thorough dislike to all that is pious and 
spiritual, some should be found who 
openly say, ‘‘ Let us break their bands 
asunder, and cast away their cords from 
us ;’’ that speculative minds, who see no 
beauty in religion, as freedom of opinion 
prevails, should throw off both the form 
and the name of Christianity. I do ex- 
pect that the number of such will still 
increase, and that the cause of in- 
fidelity will receive farther accessions, 
not from the ranks of piety, but from a 
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nominal Christianity, and a concealed 
scepticism. I see no reason for any fear 
in the prospect of sucha result, nor does 
it appear to me as a gloomy and porten- 
tous ‘sign of the times.’ If the great 
struggle should at last be between Chris- 
tianity and infidelity, what has truth to 
fear? It is, however, a call to the 
friends of religion, to furbish their wea- 
pons, and be found at their post. 

«Another consideration, of no small 
weight, is, that in our town and neigh- 
bourhood, which have the most direct 
claims on our efforts in the cause of trath 
and holiness, there are many who openly 
avow the principles of infidelity, and 
are active in disseminating them. These 
have publicly called for evidence to es- 
tablish the truth of religion, have 
blamed the ministers of Christianity for 
not reasoning with them, and have de- 
clared their willingness to listen to any 
arguments which may be advanced in 
its favour. And should such calls be 
disregarded ? Should errors, however re- 
volting to our minds, render us indifferent 
to the welfare of so many of our fellow- 
creatures, of our fellow-townsmen? In 
such circumstances, J hope it will not be 
deemed presumption that I come forward 
to plead what I believe to be the sacred 
cause of the truth, to perform what ought 
to be considered, in the highest sense, a 
work of mercy. ‘ Brethren, if any of you 
do err from the truth, and one convert 
him lethim know that hewho converteth 
the sinner from the error of his way, 
shall save a soul from death, and hide a 
multitude of sins.’ Ido entertain the 
humble hope, I do feel the strong desire, 
that I may be able, through the blessing 
of God, so to place the truth before 
the minds of such, as to show the un- 
reasonableness of their scepticism, lead 
them from the paths of error, and guide 
their feet into ‘the way of peace.’ 
And if this great object be realized in 
any one instance, I shall not only be 
amply repaid for my labour, but shall 
haye abundant reason to rejoice and to 
praise Him who is the giver of ‘ every 
good gift, and every perfect gift.’” 

No doubt the service which this 
able lecturer has performed is one 
of distinguished benevolence ; it is, 
also, one of no inconsiderable deli- 
cacy ard difficulty. The result of 
any feeble or puerile attempt to en- 
ter the lists with such an adversary 
as atheism, must be anything but 
propitious to the interests of truth. 
Many an individual, with abundant 
evidence to satisfy his own mind of 
the truth and supreme excellence of 
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revelation, has presumed upon bis 
competency to effect similar convic- 
tion upon sceptical minds ; and, ven- 
turing forth to the contest, without 
the requisite qualifications to render 
victory on the side of truth in the 


highest degree probable, has unin- , 


tentionallycontributed to strengthen 
opposition, and multiply objections, 
to the authorityoftheScriptures. The 
a priori arguments which are indis- 
pensable in an undertaking of this 
description will not readily submit 
to an unpractised hand, nor can an 
ordinary disputant command that 
range of appropriate illustration by 
which truth is presented in its most 
vivid and transcendent forms of dig- 
nity and beauty. 

We cannot, therefore, but hope 
that our readers will enrich their 
libraries by the possession, and 
their minds by the perusal, of these 
lectures. If they did not previously 
know, they will not read far without 
perceiving, that Mr. Godwin is no 
ordinary writer. Not having had 
the pleasure of listening to this 
highly respectable lecturer, we are 
of course incompetent to say in 
what degree his perspicuous state- 
ments, his powerful reasonings, and 
his irresistible appeals may haye 
derived, at the time of delivery, 
additional force from an impressive 
manner of communication; but we 
have seldom read anything which 
has appeared to us less to need the 
aid of such extrinsic recommenda- 
tion. 

We proceed now to give the sub- 
jects of these lectures: I. Prelimi- 
nary “Remarks—The Argument 
stated—Presumptive Proofs. II. 
Atheistic Hypotheses examined. 
III. and IV. Proofs of the Existence 
of God from the Works of Nature— 
Objections answered. V. The Views 
which Nature teaches us to form 
of the Supreme Being. VI. The 
Atheistical Philosophy compared 
in some of its Principal Features 
with Christianity. 

We would urge the attention, 
particularly of young persons, to 
the third and fourth lectures, many 
of whom, perhaps, may not pre- 
viously have met with any thing 
equally succinct and demonstrative 
of the divine power and wisdom. 


Review.—Godwin on the Atheistic Controversy. 


The syllabus of these lectures will 
naturally induce considerable ex- 
pectation, and the reader will find 
that the enlightened author has not 
drawn outa scheme which he is un- 
able to fill up, or excited hopes 
which could not be realized. We 
exceedingly regret that our re- 
maining space forbids the insertion 
of extracts, in support of-the esti- — 
mate we have given of this work, 
which it would be, at once, both 
easy and pleasurable to produce. 
We must, however, make room for 
the following, from the close of the 
fifth lecture. 


«« And I would ask, lastly, whether it 
is at all likely, that we should be able, 
‘with our limited powers, to comprehend 
the plans of an infinite mind? Can we 
expect a child to enter into all the views 
and projects of his father, sr to compre- 
hend all the financial details, the poli- 
tical relaticns, and the various interests 
which enter into the plans of a states- 
man who guides the affairs of an em- 
pire? Place before a school-boy, just 
acquiring the rudiments of arithmetic, 
the profound and elaborate analysis of 
Laplace, to determine the secular ine- 
qualities of the planets: here are words 
and letters which, as insulated portions, 
he may understand, and, perhaps, by 
dint of application, he might here and 
there discoyer a simple operation of 
multiplication or division, and think 
he had done wonders; but these are 
blended with a number of mystic cha- 
racters and unknown operations, of the 
nature and connexions of which he has 
not the slightest perception ; and with- 
out any idea of the surpassing ingenuity 
and compass of mind which the process 
exhibits, and the important result to 
which it leads, it is all confused and 
mysterious to his apprehension; he has 
no experience to guide him, no means 
of judging of the whole; as far as his 
perceptions go, there is no order, no 
proposed end ; anc itis only by the most 
implicit reliance on the superior capa- 
bilities of the mathematician, that he 
believes that method pervades the 
whole, and that an important result is 
obtained. Now, there is an immeasur- 
ably greater disparity between the high- 
est powers of human intellect and the 
infinite mind, than between the under- 
standing of a child and the most ex- 
alted genius that ever adorned human 
nature. Is it likely, then, that we should 
be competent to the task of explaining 
every part of the divine administrations ? 


Brief Notices. 


Is it surprising that we should find 
what appear to us as contradictions 
which we cannot reconcile, and diffi- 
culties which we cannot solve? Are we 
im a capacity to determine what on the 
whole, and in the great result, is right, 
when we see a small part of what is 
yet incomplete? Ifwe cannot, there- 
fore, explain the difficulty, we can ac- 
count for the existence of what may con- 
found our judgment, and nonplus our 
understanding, by the obvious impossi- 
bility, that a limited mind should com- 
prehend the plans and workings of an 
infinite intellect, which embraces, in one 
mighty whole, all creatures, all worlds, 
all time, and all eternity.” pp. 229— 
231, 


Before we conclude our notice of 
this excellent volume, we would 
give our readers an opportunity of 
perusing the lecturer’s final appeal 
to the sceptical part of his auditory. 

“ My fellow-men, and fellow-towns- 
men, let me, by all that is sacred, entreat 
you to stop and pause; your everlasting 
all is staked on the question, and it 
will soon be decided ; our sand is run- 
ning, and our lives are ebbing, our lamps 
will soon be burnt out, the journey of 
life will soon be ended, and then ! 
Allow me to breathe the fervent wish, 
that you may be prepared to enter that 
world of happiness of which you now 
profess to disbelieve the existence. 
Should the effort which I have made, at 
no small expense of time and strength, 
with my many other engagements, be 
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the means of leading you from error to 
truth, from folly to wisdom, from ‘ the 
power of sin and Satan unto God,’ how 
amply repaid shall I consider myself! 
I have endeavoured so to conduct this 
argument as to avoid all unnecessary irri- 
tation, even of prejudice itself. I have 
addressed you calmly and kindly; you 
cannot say that you have not been ration- 
ally treated ; that you have not been affec- 
tionately addressed ; but I must, in now 
taking my leave of you, in the discharge 
of my duty to my God, to myself, and 
to you, warn you again of the danger- 
ous position in which you stand. If 
Christianity be true; if God has spoken 
to man by his works, and by his word; 
by his prophets in past ages, and by the 
Divine Redeemer in this latter dispen- 
sation; then your present course is one 
of most imminent peril, and your eter- 
nal welfare is in jeopardy. I believe 
we shall all meet once more at least,— 
and never, perhaps, shall we all meet till 
then,—before the judgment-throne ;_ be- 
fore him who shall award to all the 
final retributions of eternity. I take 
your own consciences to witness; 1 
take the present assembly ; I take that 
awful Power, ‘whose I am, and whom 
I serve,’ whose omniscient eye at this 
moment beholds us; I take heaven and 
earth to witness, that I have reasoned 
with you and counselled you, admo- 
nished you and warned you. If you 
persist in your present course of unbe- 
lief and disobedience, the consequence 
will be on your own heads.” pp, 275— 
276. 


BRIEF NOTICES OF RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 


1. The Picture Testament for the Young. 
Containing a Harmony of the Gospels and 
the Acts of the Apostles. Illustrated by 
Engravings. pp. 262. Tract Society. * 

2. Notes on the Gospels: Principally De- 
signed for Sunday-school Teachers and 
Bible Classes. By Rev. Albert Barnes. 
Luke and John condensed from the Ameri- 
can Edition. pp. 416. Tract Society.— 
These are works of the most valuable de- 
scription. The first comprehends a Har- 
mony of the Gospels and the Acts of the 
Apostles ; the former divided into seven 
parts, and. the Jatter contained in one. 
The illustrations are engravings on steel 
and wood, amounting in the whole to 


ninety-one. Their execution is highly 
respectable, and cannot fail very power- 
fully to attract the attention of the young ; 
and we earnestly hope may be instru- 
mental in permanently impressing their 
hearts. The second of these volumes 
possesses recommendations of another 
kind—it is embellished with pictorial re- 
presentations ,; butit presents the young 
reader with a brief but most instructive 
exposition of two of the Hvyangelists, 
Luke and John. ‘These judicious notes 
are mental illustrations, which if they be, 
as we sincerely hope they will, seriously, 
frequently, and extensively read, must be 
followed with the happiest effects, 
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Christian Biography: Life of William 
Cowper, Esq., the Poet. p. 144, Tract 
Society. —N 0 one, in the slightest degree 
acquainted with the verse of Cowper, can 
be indifferent to his history. There may, 
however, be many who, in consequence 
of the size, and of course the expense, of 


his biography, as ordinarily published, 


havenot had an opportunity of perusingit. 
The Tract Society has in this, as in so 
many other instances, removed the dif- 
ficulty ; and has provided for circulation 
an admirable life of Cowper, which no 
reader, who wishes to possess, need re- 
main long without. 

The Condensed Commentary, &c., &e.— 
Part 2. Thomas Ward and Co.—Of 
this work we are happy to report that it 
is progressing (to use an American 
word), and seems likely to obtain a wide- 
ly extended circulation. The increasing 
demand for commentaries on Holy Writ 
we cannot but regard as a token for good ; 
and one of the most encouraging “ signs 
of the times’’—the eventful times, that 
are passing over us. It appears that 
there has been in this country, more 
especially during the last twenty years, 
a growing disposition among Christians 
of all denominations, to bow to divine 
revelation, and to refer the decision of 
all their controversies to the authority 
of the supreme tribunal. 

We suggest to the editor that the 
names of the critics and expositors 
from whom he has borrowed, should be 
given in a table at the commencement ; 
for the abbreviations, in some instances, 
are not obvious and intelligible. The 
paper and the typography are excellent 
We have observed a few mistakes in the 
printing which may be easily corrected. 
We heartily wish the editor health and 
strength, and comfort from above, in his 
arduous task ; and we shall rejoice to hear 
that the enterprising publisher has been 
remunerated for his care and labour. If 
it shall be seen that the work proceeds 
as it has commenced, it will not fail to 
be a great blessing to many deyout 

readers. 

1. The Book of Genesis ; with Brief Ex- 
planatory and Practical Observations, and 
Copious Marginal References. By the Rev, 
R. Waldo Sibthorp, B. D., §e., ce. 

2. Pulpit Recollections: Being Notes of 
Lectures on the Book of Jonah : Delivered at 
St. James’s Episcopal Chapel, Ryde. With a 
New Translation. Buy the Rev. R. Waldo 
Sibihorp, B. D., &c., &c. Second Edition. 
Seeley and Burnside-—We have been 
highly gratified with both these Biblical 
works, and feel warranted, as far as we 
have had opportunity to examine them, to 
assure our readers that they may expect 
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much pleasure and profit in the perusal. 
The evangelical piety, learning, and 
candour of the writer, are exhibited in a 
pleasing manner. The most illiterate 
may derive instruction from his para- 
phrastic commentary, and the most 
learned will feel greatly interested in his 
critical notes. Much labour has been 
bestowed on each of these publications, 
He saysit very frequently cost him hours 
to decide on the correctness of an inter- 
pretation or a comment which is ex- 
pressed in two or three lines, sometimes 
in afew words. The late Rev. Thomas 
Scott is referred to with due honour; nor 
is he reluctant or niggardly in his com- 
mendationof Matthew Henry, and Orton, 
and Doddridge. We are pleased to hear 
that this excellent Clergyman is pre- 
paring a new translation of the prophet 
Amos, on the same plan. May his life 
and health be long spared, producing 
many other learned and useful labours 
in this sacred department ! 

Illustrations of the Bible. Eight Engra- 
vings. From Original Paintings, by Westall 
and Martin. Part 11. Churton, 22, Holles 
Street.—This part is equal if not superior 
to all that have preceded it ; and we hope 
the work will be a blessing to many. 

The Sacred Classics. Vol.15. Sermons 
Lent. Hatchard and Son.—The 
introductory essay is from the pen of the 
Rey. R. Cattermole, B. D.; and it isa 
sufficient recommendation of the fifteen 
sermons to say, they were written by 
Secker, Clarke, Atterbury, Hall, Tillot- 
son, Taylor, Wesley, Leighton, Barrow, 
Farindon, South, Beveridge, Watts, 
Horsley, and Donne, 

Letters from a Pastor to his Flock. By 
James Harrington Evans, Minister of John 
Street Chapel. Shaw.—Too short—very 
affectionate—susceptible of great im- 
provement in following editions. 

The Anti-slavery Reporter. No. 112. 
February,i835,—This “ reporter, having 
long kept silence, will be sure to be heard 
by all those who did not hear, unmoved, 
the groans of the negro ; and we rejoice 
to add that his report is, on the whole, 
very satisfactory. 

The Voluntary Principle. By Joseph 
Tyso, Jackson and Walford—aA very 
sensible, serious, and seasonable tract. 
We heartily wish it the widest circula- 
tion. 

The Funeral Discourse occasioned by the 
Death of the Rev. Robert Morrison, D. D., 
FP. R.S, Delivered before the London 
Missionary Society, at the Poultry Chapel, 
February 19, 1835. By Joseph Fletcher, 
D. D. Westley and Davis—This is a 
sermon of no ordinary length, and it 


- ought to be added, of no ordinary value. 


Obituary. 


The tribute paid to the memory of Dr. 
Morrison (with whom Dr. F. was a 
fellow-student at Hoxton) is not more 
eloquent than just. The large appendix 
contains some highly valuable information 
relating to the present state and pros- 
pects of China. We must make room 
for the following lines:—‘‘ We sympa- 
thize with our brethren in the common 
cause of the world’s evangelization—a 
cause from which all that belongs to the 
littleness and limitations of parties ought 
to be for ever excluded. More especially 
do we venerate the memory of that ‘holy 
man of God,’ who may well be termed 
the Father of Medern Missions; who 
‘united with the most profound and 
varied attainments, the fervour of an 
evangelist, the piety of a saint, and 
the simplicity of a child;” who 
“expected great things,’ and ‘attempted 
them ;’ whose almost pentecostal faculty 
in the gift of tongues was not the know- 
ledge that puffeth up, but a talent humbly 
consecrated to the service of his Lord. 
While we rejoice that the venerable 
Carey was spared to a good old age, we 
are called to mourn over the removal of a 
kindred -spirit, a man of similar devoted- 
ness ; and like him also, though much 
younger in years, the oldest missionary 
in the East of the society under whose 
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direction he went forth to make known 
to the heathen the treasures of the 
gospel.” 

Baptismal Immersion Defended by Chris- 
tians and Churches of all Denominations, in 
a Letter to a Pedobaptist. Second Edition, 
enlarged. By William Newman, D, D. 
pp. 24. Wightman.—We have much 
pleasure in thus announcing the republica- 
tion of this valuable tract. The au- 
thorities introduced, in support of the 
practice of immersion in baptism, com- 
mand the greatest attention, on account 
both of their acknowledged literary at- 
tainments, and their connexion with those 
Christian denominations which have 
adopted aspersion. As a question of 
philology, the evidence adduced in favour 
of immersion is irresistible; and, such 
being the admitted and unequivocal 
meaning of the term, upon what prin- 
ciple is it possible to justify so flagrant 
a deviation in practice as that which or- 
dinarily prevails? Many of our readers, 
we earnestly hope, will find in the price, 
as well as in the power, of this letter, an 
inducement to possess themselves of a 
number of copies, for the purpose of ex- 
tending its circulation by gratuitous dis- 
tribution. We anticipate that the re- 
publication of this admirable pamphlet 
will be frequently demanded. 


BLU A RAY. 


MR. JOHN ROPER. 


Joun Rorrr, of Bressingham, in the 
county of Norfolk, was a man of humble 
birth. His childhood and youth were 
destitute of religious instruction and ex- 
ple ; but were a corroboration of the truth 
of the divine word, that “¢ Childhood and 
youth are vanity.” At length convictions 
of sin, as he hastold the writer, began to 
work upon his mind, and he dared not 
spend the Sabbath as he bad done. 
«<T resolved,” said he, ‘‘ to lead a new 
life.’ The Wesleyan Methodists were 
the only sect which held ineetings in 
the immediate neighbourhood. He went 
to the Wesleyan meeting, and heard 
there a description of his case, and re- 
commendations which he trusted would 
eventually be a sovereign remedy. For 
some time he entertained a hope of 
growing better, and of obtaining divine 
favour. About this period he pursued his 


daily ayocation with a man who was a 
member of that connexion, who per- 
suaded him to attend class, with which 
he complied ; but not being able to 
speak of the comforts and spirituality 
of which others spoke, he felt discou- 
raged rather than comforted. The com- 
panion of his daily employ was, in this 
matter, a great stumbling-block, his con- 
yersation in general not well agreeing 
with his answers to the leader of the 
class. 

After repeated vows, attempts, and 
failures, he felthimself no better, but ra- 
ther growing worse; he concluded he 
must be the vilest of all creatures, and that 
it was vain for such a sinner to expect 
forgiveness, or a place in heaven. He 
was then, as he has often said, in a great 
strait, fearing to stay, and not knowing 
which way torun, Atlength, that God 
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who searches for his own, and seeks 
them out, led him to attend the ministry 
of Mr. Charles Farmery, founder and 
pastor of the Baptist church at Diss, in 
Norfolk. There the Lord met him, and 
blessed the word to his heart. The great 


Physician, with the balm of Gilead, . 


removed his complaint, and healed his 
sickness. He continued to attend at 
Diss during the life of Mr. F.; but did 
not join the church, being fearful he 
should be Jeft to act, or speak, so as to 
disgrace the cause. The removal of 
Mr. F., by death, he felt to be a great 
loss, but still attended sometimes, min- 
gling his tears with the many who la- 
mented the good man who was taken 
away. 

After much deliberation and prayer 
on the subject of baptism, he decided 
to give himself up to the Lord, by at- 
tending to thdt ordinance, and cast in 
his lot with the church at Diss. He 
appeared before the church; was ac- 
cepted, and baptized on the 2nd of 
April, 1803. His attendance from that 
time was regular; though he resided 
about four miles from the meeting-house, 
he seldom failed to be in his place on the 
Sabbath, in time to begin the service. 

For eighteen years after he joined the 
church, there was not much to be no- 
ticed, save his regularity of attendance, 
unassuming manners, strict integrity, 
candid and good counsel, instruction and 
reproof, as, in his judgment, was need- 
ful to his brethren and friends ; and hos- 
pitality, in the spirit and manner which 
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corresponded with bis profession and 
circumstances. He was of a cheerful 
turn, and fend of society, of good judg~ 
ment in matters in general. He could 
bear reproach for the truth’s sake, 
and was not afraid to be singular for 
God. He was rather remarkable for 
his trust on Providence, and evinced his 
belief, that, to them who seek first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness, 
needful earthly things will be added. 
He often said, ‘ It is a precious truth, 
that a man’s life does not consist in the 
abundance of the things which he pos- 
sesseth.’ Under the influence of this 
persuasion he enjoyed much content- 
ment, and cherished a spirit of thank- 
fulness for all he possessed, to the great 
Giver of every good and every perfect 
ift. 

: In August, 1833, he was seized with 
depression in the chest, attended with 
debility, and frequently sharp pain. 
Every means which affection and skill 
svtggested was tried, but without ef- 
fect; the increase of disease seemed 
to say to him, “ Set thine house in or- 
der, for thou shalt die and not live.” 
He was much supported in a long and 
distressing affliction, fearless of death, 
and often desiring to depart and be with 
Christ. He was firmly attached to the 
doctrines of free grace, and full salva- 
tion by Jesus Christ : these were his 
meat and drink for many years, and his 
support and comfort to the end. He 
died Sept. 21, 1834, stedfast in the faith 
of God’s elect. 
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CANADA, 


Extracts of a Letter from Mr. John Fraser, 
dated Breadalbane, October 24, 1834, 


After some introductory remarks 
respecting his voyage to Canada, he 
says ; ‘A few days more brought me to 
this place, where I found a small Bap- 
tist church, all Highland people, sur- 
rounded with settlements sunk in pro- 
fanity, ignorance, carelessness, priest- 
craft, drunkenness, and vices of different 
kinds. From the poverty of the people, 
my hands are very much bound in pro- 
viding for myself and family ; but these 
three years past, I think I have tra- 
velled about 3000 miles through both 


provinces, and the back of the New York 
state, publishing remission of sing 
through the blood of the cross. I made 
atour this season to near Lake Huron, 
of about 1000 miles , and attended a Bap- 
tist association on the banks of Lake Erie, 
It is composed of about thirty churches, 
twenty pastors, and 1000 members, 
There were present from 700 to 1000 
people, and most of the teachers. 
These latter are all made to labour for 
their own support, and are extremely 
deficient in useful information and sound 
religious knowledge : they are generally 
good and zealous people, and chiefly 
Americans, I was entertained at the 
house of a Baptist deacon, the first who 
married in that (London) district; and 
his brother elder told me, he was the 
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first who was baptized in this quarter: 
80 you see our country is but of yester- 
day, and the little one is become athou- 
sand already. But oh, thousands are 
perishing for lack of knowledge, and 
none caring for their souls! Last year 
our denomination had an addition, by 
baptisms, of about 50,000 on this side 
the Atlantic ; but these were chiefly in 
the States: in Canada, only from 400 
to 500. In the Lower province there 
are a few scattered Baptist churches, 
and a flourishing one under your friend 
Mr, Gilmore, from Aberdeen. In this 
province there are four associations, 
embracing about fifty churches, com- 
posed chiefly of Americans. Inall there 
are .from sixty to seventy Baptist 
churches, each consisting of from 12 
to 200 members. Most of the churches 
have pastors ; but they are generally so 
much engaged in worldly business, and 
so deficient in imformation, that. the 
ehurches are very much in want. I have 
no room inthe small space of a single let- 
ter, to speak of the state of religionin con- 
nexion with other bodies of Christians ; 
only I am sorry to see and hear, that so 
many from the eld country come here to 
carry on their deceptions for that piece of 
bread from strangers which their own peo- 
ple refused them. Except among the Me- 
thodists, we have but very few gospel 
preachers of any sort who seem sent of 
God, and labour for his glory and the 
salvation of men. I humbly think, that 
our own denomination in the old country 
should not delay to form a society for 
the Canadas; one of the first fields for 
preaching in the world, perhaps, and 
which might soon pay back their 
money with interest, in coming to 
be useful auxiliaries in evangelizing 
the rest of the world. Should there 
be no more than two pious, zealous 
and efficient missionaries at first, that 
would travel the length and breadth of 
the land, and do for the churches what- 
ever good was in their power, great good 
would be the result. Less than £1000 
sterling would place in each of the 25 
counties of the province, a missionary 
devoted entirely to the work ; and a few 
years, under the blessing of God, would 
take them all off their hands, A direc- 
tion would thus be given to the morals 
and sentiments of this infant colony that 
might tell wonderful things in ages to 
come, when this country may have be- 
come one of the first of empires in the 
world, in point of morals, liberty, terri- 
tory, population, and religious know- 
lege. God seems to have some great end 
im view by N. America; every thing is 
struck out on so magnificent ascale, and 
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care is taken to people it by the most 
enlightened nations of the world. The 
climate, the soil, the lakes, the rivers, 
the territory, and the means of com- 
mercial intercourse, naturally, perhaps, 
bear but few comparisons on the face of 
the globe.” 

After a few very sensible, pious, and 
useful remarks on a revival of religion, 
in which he adverts to the absolute ne- 
cessity of prayer and deep humiliation, 
on the part both of pastors and churches, 
he proceeds to say, in illustration of this 
principle : ‘I wouldsay there isa village 
of a day’s journey, south of this, in 
the back of New York state, where I 
preached about two years ago, which, a 
few years before, had rather the appear- 
ance of a heathen village, with univer- 
salism, infidelity, and all profanity ; 
but now it is almost a millennial town, 
all praising and serving God, except six 
families. Just by the finger of God was 
this brought about ; the few people that 
God had in the town betook themselves 
to prayer, in away not to be refused, 
and held protracted meétings to have 
power with men; and so God, in answer 
to prayer, heard them, and gave them a 
most singular revival. Mr. Salford, the 
pastor of the Baptist church, wrote me, 
last winter, concerning a meeting they 
had, in consequence of which 150 pre- 
cious souls were hopefully converted to 
God, many of them infidels and univer- 
salists; and the work was then at its 
height, I have seen the man, and know 
he is no fanatic. Mr. Gilmore, of Mon- 
treal, was there, and some time after was 
taken with the same spirit—was hum- 
bled in dust and ashes—-began to seek 
God in right earnest, and called the 
church to do the same ; and before they 
had well commenced, the Hearer of 
prayer heard them—the gospel began to 
take effect on saints and lifeless sin- 
ners—many were added to the church, 
and a season of refreshing was enjoyed 
from the presence of the Lord. Further, 
he and Mr. Edwards, of Fox’s Point, 
came to this settlement. I had taken 
the oversight of the church, which at 
this time seemed very dead : we heard 
our friend pretty much in the same way, 
and the congregation appeared in a most 
careless, hardened, and desperate state. 
I pondered a great deal on the charge [ 
had taken, and the state of the people, 
and was not a little refreshed by my 
friend’s visit: I thought, surely God 
would bless us, if we should seek him 
aright. Ihere beg to be forborne with, 
for | hope my freedom is from a desire, 
not to boast, but to lead others to seek 
God. Well, I called the ehurch and 
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congregation to solemn fasting and 
prayer, and they attended singularly 
well: I enforced on the church, greatly, 
the necessity of truly humbling our- 
selves before God; and no sooner did 
this take place, than some of the most 
desperate sinners began to tremble. So 
I continued to seek God by fasting and 
prayer ; I felt my soul getting new life, 
and the word blessed in such an asto- 
nishing way, that I could hardly believe 
my own eyes; yea, those who were al- 
most helpless, hardened as the flinty 
rock, were made to weep over their sing 
as little children ; almost every house 
has one or more in distress, or rejoicing 
in the cross of Christ, and the people in 
general seem to be smitten with a kind 
of holy awe, and a respect for divine 
things. The Lord God of Jacob have all 
the glory! We have had a number of 
additions of late, and I expect six or 
eight to-morrow. The Lord carry on 
his own work! I shall be free in say- 
ing, that I think private instructions 
were as useful, in many cases, as public ; 
for I travelled from house to house, 
spoke to them one by one, and kneeled 
at their side and prayed for their parti- 
cular case, just as it seemed to me in the 
sight of God ; and sometimes God would 
so overcome us as to weep together; 
even the most hardened sinners, I wish 
it now to be told my fellow-missionaries 
in the Highlands of Scotland, that I 
grieve before God, how little I had used 
this way while there ; and if they truly 
seek God he will be found of them, to 
do themselves and others good.” 


CONTINENTAL SOCIETY. 
Extracts of Letters from Mr, Thieffry to 

Dr. Cow. 

Mouchin, 5th Nov, 1834. 

In the evening, the deacons, and some 
of the brethren of Baisieux, went with 
me to Sailly, where the pastors and dea- 
cons of Lannoy were present for a 
church-meeting, in order to proceed to 
the choice of some brethren, to assist 
the pastor and deacons; in the instruc- 
tion and examination of persons desir- 
ous of being received into the church. 
On the 29th I returned home; but as it 
was a holiday at Nomain, I went there, 
and, through the goodness of the Lord, 
we have laid the foundation of a popular 
religious library, which is now well or- 
ganized, though very small, as there are 
only a few yolumes contributed by some 
benefactors. Sunday, 12th of October, 
I held a meeting at Nomain: the Lord 
was with us and blessed us: the brother 
from Bouchain came, at whose house 
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we preached the gospel twice on the 
first Sunday in June. After dinner, he 
went with me to Teinliguier, where I 
was going to hold a meeting: he af- 
forded me much pleasure in what he 
said, both before and after the meeting, 
to the friends present. ‘* Oh, my dear 


‘ friends,” said he, in his German accent, 


“‘ seek God, and remain near to God, 
and then all your enemies will disap- 
pear; do not rest easy till your hearts 
are renewed by the Holy Spirit, and 
firmly fixed on our Saviour Jesus 
Christ.” Monday, 13th, was also a re- 
markable day for me, as well as fot many 
here. This morning was the time ap- 
pointed for several to be baptized; I 
went, therefore, early to Nomain, in 
order to assist in arranging every thing 
for the greatest edification. At half- 
past nine I commenced a discourse on 
baptism, which was preceded and fol- 
lowed by singing of hymns and prayer, 
to supplicate, on the candidates for bap- 
tism, and on all the assembly (amongst 
whom there were many strange bre- 
thren, who had seldom, if ever wit- 
nessed a similar service and ceremony), 
the blessing of the Lord, with an out- 
bouring of his Spirit. Afterwards I 
baptized five brethren and five sisters 
(here follow the names) The service was 
conducted with much order and solem- 
nity. After reading some passages of 
Scripture suitable to the occasion, sing- 
ing and prayer, and entreating for the . 
assembly the joys and peace of the Holy 
Spirit, | dismissed them. _ 

October 28th, I held two meetings 
at Aix; two Catholics, from a neigh- 
bouring village, came purposely to hear ; 
one, in particular, was much interested. 
I spoke with them in private, and gave 
them some tracts, which they received 
with thanks. 31st, at Baisieux, a young 
Catholic, who, has been several times to 
hear me, came to spend the evening 
with me at brother *s, who is his 
uncle, I spoke more directly to him 
this evening, and I trust not in vain, 
As I knew that, through fear and com- 
plance with the world and his parents, 
he had been at the mass, I asked him 
if he did not fear to raise the anger of 
God, for walking in a, way which he 
knew to be wrong, through the know- 
ledge God had given him of his holy 
word? I reminded him of what Elias 
said to the people of Israel in his day, 
and of what the Saviour says in the 
gospel of those who, by the fear of the 
world, are prevented confessing his 
name, I do not wish, I said, to give 
you laws, nor to prescribe what you 
ought to do; but I must entreat you, 
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for your dearest interests, to consider 
what I say and what you do; ‘If ye 
know these things,’ said Jesus, ‘ happy 
are ye if do them.’ He received my 
remarks very kindly, and thanked me 
much. Nov. 10th. This morning I 
went with brother Deffontaine to visit 
the family of his sister, the mother of 
the young man just mentioned. A short 
time since several of the family were 
very bitter against us, because the father 
and son attended with us; but to-day, 
blessed be God, we have been very 
kindly received, and have been shown 
every attention. There were several 
Catholic neighbours present, with whom 
I spoke of the gospel ; and particularly 
one, who has read the Testament for a 
considerable time, and who, I trust, is 
not a stranger to the grace of God. But 
he experiences from his wife, his parents, 
and other persons,—as he is beholden to 
many in his occupation,—most violent 
opposition; threats, injuries, scoffings 
assail him on every side. I spoke to him, 
and gave both counsels and consolations; 
for which he thanked me, for he said he 
came to seek them. I spoke also to the 
family according to their state, and read 
with them the word of God, and sang 
some of our hymns with the daughters, at 
their request, who, two months since, 
threatened to leave the house. The 
young man, in parting, said ‘ Pray for 
me, tor you do not know what a state I 
am in.” 


The friends who have kindly contri- 
buted to the above Society, are in- 
formed, that their favours shall be fully 
noticed in the Annual Report. In the 
absence of the Secretary, the Rev. Dr. 
Cox, donations and subscriptions will 
be thankfully received by the following 
Members of the Committee :— 

Rey. T. Tuomas, 6, King’s Terrace, 

North Lower Road, Pentonville. 

Mr. G. Buicur, 80, Corahill. 

E. Heats, Blackman-street, Borough. 

A. Saunpers, 58, Strand. 

G. B. Woottey, 42, Friday-street. 


DOMESTIC. 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE OF 

THE BAPTIST BUILDING FUND. 

To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 
Sir, 

We beg leave to forward to you the 
following statement, relative to this in- 
stitution, and to request the favour of its 
insertion in the columns of your useful 
miscellany. 
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“At the last annual meeting of the Society 
it was recommended to the Committee 
“to consider whether the operations of 
the Society might not be extended by 
means of the various county and district 
associations.” In pursuance of this re- 
solution, the Committee availed them- 
selves of the earliest opportunity to take 
the subject into their serious considera- 
tion; and after the free discussion of 
various suggestions, it appeared to them 
highly important, preparatory to any 
steps being taken with regard to the 
country, to adopt immediate measures 
for the purpose of ascertaining the senti- 
ments and securing the co-operation of the 
ministers and churches generally in the 
metropolis. For the accomplishment of 
this object, a communication was ad- 
dressed to the Board of Baptist Ministers, 
respectfully requesting them to discoun- 
tenance all personal applications from 
country churches, and to meet the Com- 
mittee in order to confer with them on 
the best means of increasing the eftici- 
ency of the Fund. This application was 
cordially entertained by the ministers 
who met at Fen Court, Feb. 17th, 1835, 
when the following resolution was adopt- 
ed: ‘‘ That the ministers who compose 
this Board, feeling the evils that attend 
the system of making personal applica~ 
tion for liquidating the debts on country 
chapels, and the superior efficiency of 
the plan adopted inthe Building Fund, 
resolve to sign no more cases, but to re- 
commend every case to that Society.” 

On the receipt of this resolution b 
the Committee, it was agreed, ‘‘That this 
Committee are gratified by the ‘prompt 
acquiescence of the Board of Baptist 
Ministers, in their request not to sign 
and recommend country cases for collec- 
tion in London; and do hereby agree 
that, if desired, their solicitur shall exa- 
mine the deeds of any cases in London 
or its vicinity, and certify their correct- 
ness, and that the Secretary shall sign 
an admission that such cases do not come 
within the rules of this Society.” 

In compliance with the other request 
of the Committee, the Board resolved to 
meet them on Friday evening, March 6th, 
1835, when the following resolutions 
were agreed to by the Ministers, 

ist. That the Ministers present con- 
cur in the recommendation of the Com- 
mittee, that the denomination of this 
Society be altered, by the omission of the 
word ‘ London,” so as to stand ‘“‘ The 
Baptist Building Fund.” * 0 

Qnd. That they also engage to solicit 
collections for the Society, in their own 
congregations, within the present year, 
and recommend the Committee to adopt 
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such measures as shall obtain similar 
support from the other churches, 

3rd. That the Ministers recommend 
the Committee to state to the sub- 
scribers and the several churches in con- 
nexion with this Society, that the only 


thing which can terminate personal ap-. 


plications on behalf of country churches 
is a decisive support of the Fund, and 
a firm refusal of all country cases. 

4th. That the Committee be recom- 
mended to take measures for increasing 
the number of Subscribers in those 
churches which favour the Society with 
public collections.” 

On the following Tuesday, March 
10th,a general meeting of the Subscribers 
(adjourned from Dec, 9, 1834) was held 
at No. 5, Paternoster Row, when the 
alteration in the designation of the So- 
ciety, and the other recommendations of 
the ministers, were approved and adopted. 

It was resolved, ‘That this meeting 
gratefully acknowledge the kind attention 
of the Board of Baptist Ministers to the 
request of their Committee, and also for 
the suggestions which they have made 
for the improvement of the Baptist 
Building Fund; and that this meeting 
further embrace the opportunity no 
afforded for Suggesting to the ministers 
and churches, in town, the propriety of 
adopting some more satisfactory plan for 
investigating those cases in London ard 
its vicinity, which come not within 
the province of the Fund.” 

«That this meeting recommend the 
Committee to apply to the several Bap- 
tist Associations, and local Societies in 
the country, inviting them to corre- 
spond and co-operate with this Society ; 
and not to encourage any case unless 
it has been first ascertained that the pro- 
perty is duly secured for the use of the 
denamination ; and that the Committee 
offer to examine all deeds sent to them 
from Associations or local Societies, 
and to report their opinions thereon.” 

At the meeting of the Committee 
held on the 4th instant, the mournful 
intelligence was communicated of the 
decease of John Broadley Wilson, Esq., 
of Clapham, by which event this Society 
has lost the munificent subscription of 
£150 per annum; a loss which, it is 
hoped, the more general support of the 
Institution by the London churches will 
speedily repair. 

The following resolutions were unani- 
mously agreed to, viz. : 

“That this Committee, gratefully ac- 
knowledging the mercy of God in the 
gift of so kind and generous a friend, 
record with unfeigned regret the decease 


of John Broadley Wilson, Esq., of | 
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Clapham, who entered his rest the 16th 
day of February, 1835. He had sus- 
tained the office of Treasurer to this 
Society from the time of its formation. 
His support of the London Baptist 
Building Fund was most cordial, and 
the importance of its objects was sus- 
tained by the whole weight of his 
most extensive experience in every 
department of Christian benevolence. 
While the Committee sympathize 
deeply with other societies in the loss 
which they have sustained, they so- 
lemnly record their own peculiar afflic- 
tion in the event, and earnestly pray 
that the riches of divine grace may 
sanctify the remembrance of his Chris- 
tian example, and repair to this Society 
and to the church at large, the loss 
which they have sustained by the com- 
pletion of his reward.” 

“That the Committee also most 
cordially express their sympathy and 
condolence with the bereaved widow, 
and pray that her loss may be com- 
pensated by the abundant enjoyment 
of the consolations of the gospel.” 

«That this Committee gratefully re- 
cognize the hand of Divine Providence 
in permitting them to turn their atten- 
tion at such a crisis to Joseph Fletcher, 
Esq., of Tottenham, as an individual 
eminently prepared to fill the office of 
Treasurer to this Society, now ren- 
dered vacant by the lamented decease 
of John Broadley Wilson, Esq., and 
hope that nothing will prevent his 
accepting a service so_ important to 
them and the church of Christ in ge- 
neral; and further, that the request of 
the Committee be laid before the next 
general meeting of the Society, for their 
sanction.” 

At the general meeting referred to, 
the resolution of the Committee, as to 
the choice of a ‘Treasurer, was most 
cordially approved; and we have the 
pleasure hereby to acquaint the public, 
that Mr. Fletcher has since consented to 
take the office. 

Yours sincerely, 
C. Saavat t Secretaries. 
5, Paternoster Row, March 17th, 1835. 


DEPUTATION TO AMERICA. 


Our brethren, the Rev. Dr. Cox and 
the Rev. J. Hoby, after being delayed by 
contrary winds, finally sailed from 
Liverpool in the Hibernia, for New York, 
on the 12th ult, Prayer-meetings were 
held on their account, both at Birmingham 
and Liverpool, with the particulars of 
which we are aot acquainted, 
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We are requested by the Treasurer, 
JamesLow, Esq.,30, Gracechurch-street, 
to say that he would be glad if those 
churches who have not yet made their 
remittances would take an early oppor- 
tunity of doing so, that the list of con- 
tributions may be prepared for the press 
at as early a period as possible. 


CHAPELS OPENED. 


BEVERLEY, YORKSHIRE, 


This neat and commodious chapel was 
opened for public worship, on Wednes- 
day, the 12th of Noyember last. The 
Rey. B. Godwin, of Bradford, preached 
in the morning and evening; and the 
Rev. B. Evans, of Scarborough, in the 
afternoon. The following ministers con- 
ducted the devotional exercises. The 
Rev. J. Macpherson, and C. Daniell, of 
Hull; A. Berry, of Bishop-Burton: J. 
Normanton, of Driffield ; S. Marston, of 
Grimsby ; aud J. Boden (Indep.), of 
Beverley. Services for the occasion 
were also held on Lord’s-day following ; 
when the Rey. B. Evans preached in 
the morning and evening; and the Rev. 
J. Sibree (Indep.), of Hull, in the af- 
ternoon. A number of friends from the 
churches in Hull, and other neighbour- 
ing towns, were present during the so- 
lemn services, The church was formed 
in October, 1833, since which time 
nearly forty members have been added. 


LONGPARISH. 


The place of worship in which the 
Baptist church at Longparish, under the 
pastoral care of Mr. Futcher, assembled, 
having become too small to accommo- 
date the persons who were anxious to 
hear the word of God; and so dilapi- 
dated as to be unsafe, they were ad- 
vised and encouraged by the ministers 
of the association to which they be- 
longed, to exert themselves for the erec- 
tion of anew meeting-house. Through 
the blessing of God, that important work 
has beenaccomplished. The place was 
opened on Wednesday, Jan. 14th, 1835. 
Mr. Davies, of Whitchurch, commenced 
the morning service with reading the 
Scriptures and prayer; Mr. Russell, of 
Broughton, preached from Ezekiel xx. 
12, and concluded with prayer. In the 
afternoon, Mr. Walcot, of Ludgershall, 
read and prayed ; Mr. Clay, of Portsea, 
preached from Psalm xxviii. 6; and 
Mr. Withers, Wesleyan minister of the 
place, concluded with prayer. In the 
evening, Mr, Clay read and prayed ; 
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Mr. Watts, of Andover, preached from 
Isaiah lii. 2; and Mr. Futcher closed the 
services of the day with prayer. The 
attendance was exceedingly crowded ; 
the sermons appropriate; the collec- 
tions good ; and, itis believed, the pre- 
sence of the God of Zion felt and en- 
joyed. 

The chapel, which is a neat and sub- 
stantial building, and will seat upwards 
of three hundred persons, is regularly 
invested. More than one half the ex- 
pense, about £280, has been already 
contributed ; and it is hoped, that: the 
appeal of our worthy brother to the 
friends of Christ, for further assistance, 
will be liberally answered. 


NOTICES, 


LONDON BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 


The annual meeting of this associa- 
tion will be held at Eagle-street, on 
Wednesday afternoon, April 22nd, at 
three o'clock, when the letters from the 
several churches, and the circular letter 
of the association will be read, 

In the evening of the same day, at 
seven o'clock, the annual sermon will be 
preached at the same place, hy the Rey. 
Thomas Price, of Devonshire-square. 
Subject—The Claims of the Young upon 
the Attention of Church Members, 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. / 

The above association of Baptist 
churches will be held on Wednesday, 
May 13th, at Fenny Stratford ; Messrs. 
Statham and Cooper to preach. Put up 
at the Swan, 


HIGHGATE ANNIVERSARY. 


On Good Friday, April 17, 1835, three 
sermons will be preached at the Baptist 
Chapel, Highgate; in the morning by the 
Rey. Thomas Price, of Devonshire- 
square; in the afternoon by the Rev. 
Alexander Fletcher, A. M., of Finsbury 
Chapel; and in the evening by the Rey. 
James Smith, of Shoreditch, (late of 
Ilford.) Service to commence at eleven, 
three, and half-past six o’clock. 


POPLAR ANNIVERSARY. ' 
The twenty-fourth anniversary, at 
Cotton-street, Poplar, will be held 
(D.V.) on Easter Monday, April 20, 
1835. The following Ministers have 
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kindly engaged to preach: Morning, at 
eleven o'clock, Rey. James Drum- 
mond, of Queen-street, Ratcliff; after- 
noon, at three, Rev. James Smith, of 
Shoreditch ; evening, at six, Rey. Jo- 
seph Davis, of Church-street, Black- 
friars. 
sions are solely appropriated to the pas- 
tor’s use, the income arising from the 
church being very inadequate to his 
support. A cold dinner and tea will be 
provided in the vestry. 


The Rev. Thomas Steadman, late of 
Truro, son of Dr. Steadman, of Brad- 
ford, has accepted the cordial and uua- 
nimous invitation of the Baptist church, 
Ramsgate ; and has commenced his pas- 
toral duties, under circumstances that 
encourage the hope of considerable suc- 
cess. 


The Rev. W. B. Bowes, of Wool- 
wich, bas accepted the unanimous inyi- 
tation of the Baptist church assembling 
at Blandford-street, Manchester square, 
formerly under the pastoral care of Rev. 
John Keeble. Mr. B. commenced his 
stated labours the first Sabbath in Feb- 
ruary, and theinduction to his office will 
take place on Wednesday, the 5th of 
April. 


SOCIETY FOR THE RELIEF OF AGED OR 
INFIRM BAPTIST MINISTERS, INSTITUTED 
AT BATH, 1816. 

The Meeting of the Committee of this 
Society, previous to the Annual Meet- 
ing, will be held in the ‘Vestry of 
Somerset-street chapel, in Bath, on 
Wednesday the 6th of May next; and 
all claims upon the funds of the Society 
must be in the hands of the Secretary 
before twelve o’clock on that day. 

E. Tucker, Secretary. 

35, St. James’s Parade, Bath. 


The collections on these occa-, 
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RECENT DFATH. 


MR, AARON BARLING. 
Died at Romsey, Hants., on the ist of 
March, 1835, in the 75th year of hisage, 
very generally respected, and deeply re- 
eretted, Mr. Aaron Barling. Great be- 
nevolence of heart, and devotion to the 
cause of the Redeemer, characterized 
this good man. After filling the office of 
deacon in the Baptist church for more 
than forty years, he has finished his 
course with much honour, and, we doubt 
not, taken possession of the crown of 
glory laid up for all that are in Christ 
Jesus faithful unto death. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 
Just Published. 

A Memoir of the late Rev. Joseph 
Hughes, A. M., Secretary of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society. By the Rey. 
John Liefchild. 


Preparing for Publication. 


A Narrative of the Visit made by the 
Deputies to the American Churches from 
the Congregational Union of England 
and Wales. By Andrew Reed, D. D., 
and James Matheson, D. D. 


By Subscription, a second edition of 
Election Catmly Considered ; in aSeries 
of Letters to a Christian Friend. By J. 
Craps. 

The Posthumous Letters of the Rey. 
Rabshakeh Gathercoal, late Vicar of 
Tuddington ; now first published with Ex- 
planatory Notes and Dedicated to the 
Bishop of London. Westley and Davis, 

The Doctrinal Errors of the Aposto- 
lical and early Fathers. By William 
Osburn, Jun, 8vo., price 10s, cloth. 


DISTRIBUTION OF PROFITS, 


The following sums, from the profits of this work, in addition to the list in our 
January number, have been paid to the widows whose initials follow :— 


NAME 
BAY UPA GR eNO 
Ey Gime ss Soa IOR Eat Sp Fe 


RECOMMENDED BY 
..W. Payne. 
Bo nae caw sea oe GLA. 


Those who desire to apply should procure printed forms, which may be had 


of Mr. Penny, Scotland-yard. 


Errata.—At page 90 of our last number, col, ii., 1.8, for “ from one to twelve,” 


read ‘‘from ten to twelve.” 


And in the signature to the same article an & was 


omitted : it should have been ‘* GuTreripGR.” 


IRISH CHRONICLE. 


APRIL, 1835. 


gee ee < the Irish Chronicle will perceive that our excellent though un- 

rn friend, . B., has sent us another liberal donation. On the 19th instant, the 
Baptist Irish Society will have attained the twenty-first year of its history. As to 
its support, during that period, it has been distinguished by many remarkable inter- 
positions of Divine Providence. Several times its funds have been, in the estima- 
tion of some at least, alarmingly depressed, but the invariable counsel of the late 
valuable secretary was, ‘‘ Have faith in God.” Nor was this ever urged to the neg- 
lect of exertion ; but from time to time it was abundantly manifest that such confi- 
dence was more than sanctioned—it was amply rewarded ; and itis believed that if, in 
the present state of the Society, his voice could be heard, more emphatically than 
ever would it utter, ‘‘ Have faith in God.” 

The annual subscriptions and contributions,uponwhich calculations might be made, 
have always been exceedingly inadequate to the extent of the Society’s benevolent 
operations ; but the hearts of all are under the control of him to whom belong the 
silver and the gold, and he has graciously disposed many, as opportunely as unex- 
pectedly, to come to the help of the Lord against the mighty, and supply what has 
been lacking, and his ‘‘ hand is not shortened that it cannot save, neither his ear 


heavy that it cannot hear.” 


To the Commitiee. 


Kilbeggan, February, 1835. 
Dear Brethren, 


I have just returned after visiting my 
extensive district, preaching and inspect- 
ting the schools committed to my care. 
As to the latter, I need only say they are 
just as usual, The children are com- 
mitting the word of the Lord to memory : 
thus laying up in their minds the best 
of all treasures. I am often surprised to 
see with what readiness they get off a 
chapter. While I was inspecting the 
M‘Donald or Tullamore school, a fine 
little girl, aged about ten, came to me: 
she has been educated with us from her 
alphabet. Iasked her, How many chap- 
ters have you to repeat forme? She re- 
plied, Only twenty-two, Sir. This was 
from the last inspection. There is a boy 
in the Clonshanny school who can repeat 
the whole of the New Testament. Many 
who are now married, have been educated 
in ourschools, and express their gratitude 
to the gentlemen of the committee, and 
the kind people of England, for what they 
have been the means of doing for them. 
I find it invariably the case, all the 
persons who have had a scriptural educa- 
tion while at school now love the Bible. 
One little boy, after having heard me 
preach that evening, said to his mother, 
who was then weeping with love and 
gratitude for what God has done for her 
and her husband, to whom I have been 
the instrument of their conversion—the 
dear little fellow said, ‘‘ O mother, I often 
heard a sermon from Mr. M‘Carthy ; but 
T never felt one before.” His sister, who 


is younger, said, ‘‘ It made us all to feel.” 
The eldest daughter is a young woman ; 
she is truly a child of God, and was bap- 
tized by me; so Imay say God has given 
the whole family to me, as the fruits of 
my ministry. Four or five persons re- 
mained after the preaching that evening, 
of whom I have good hopes. I believe 
divine grace bas commencedits saving in- 
fluence upon their minds, and that in 
a short time they will join the church, 
and become ornamental members of it 
too. Itis satisfactory that my ‘labours 
have not been in vainin the Lord.” Yes, 
in the Lord; for no manis more firmly 
convinced than I am, that Heaven alone 
inspires the heart to good. While this 
is borne in mind, it checks the vaunting 
heart, which would ever give itself 
credit for that which is the production 
of the Spirit of the Lord. It takes six 
weeks to visit all the places I have to 
attend ; and were Lable to take others into 
the list, I have frequent invitations to 
extend my labours to them also. The 
people show a willingness to hear me 
every where I go. My last tour yielded 
much pleasure. I had to spend nearly one 
week with the government commissiouer, 
Mr. who has been taking the census, 
verified by affidavit, of the people of 
this country, together with what is 
religiously doing for her melioration. 
Yours sincerely, 
J. M‘Carruy. 


Extract from the Rev, W.Thomas’s letter to 
the Secretary. 
It was gratifying to hear the Rev. W. 
Young, of Clare, a worthy clergyman of 
ZA 
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the establishment, speak in the most re- 
spectful manner of the Baptist Irish 
Society, of its efficiency and extensive 
usefulness, and its adaptation to the cir- 
-eumstances of the country. He said it 
deserved the greatest support and encou- 
ragement to two clergymen whio were 
resent ; at the same time he handed me 
Lis annual subscription. One of the 
clergymen gave me a pound since for the 
society, aud the other said he would, 
“but that he was too poor.” The 
society’s schools, with scarcely an excep- 
tion, are the only ones connected with a 
scriptural education now im operation 
that I know of in this popish part of 
Jreland. They have not retreated for 
shelter, but have stood the full fire of 
popery, and have prospered and prevail- 
ed, and will be finally triumphant, if 
supported and encouraged by the friends 
of truth ; otherwise the most lamentable 
consequences would follow, and supersti- 
tion and destructive ignorance would 
ultimately triumph. I feel much obliged 
to Mrs. Franks for the premiums for the 
children in the schools; they shall be 


given at the next inspection; and also | 


to Mrs, Fernie for 18 smock frocks for 
the boys in the Mary’s Philanthropic 
school ; four of them have been given to 
one of the most miserable families in 
the world, who had scarcely an atom of 
linen to wear. The father, mother, and 
four wretched children had to lie at night 
on about a beehive-full of straw, with 
only a dirty old rug to cover them from 
the inclemency’ of the season. I feel 
also greatly obliged to dear Mr. Franks 
for his exertions in collecting for the 
society ; he has seen much of Ireland, and 
his pious and benevolent mind feels in 
consequence of the superstitions and in- 
Jauies with which it as been long afflict- 
ed. 

I have seen some of the schools ip the 
long journies from which I am only re- 
turned ; but the regular quarterly inspec- 
tion will commence next week, 


To the Committee. 
Mount Shannon, 19th February, 1835. 


Brethren and friends, and friends of 
the inhabitants of Ireland, it is to the 
prayers of the saints which we know are 
tendered before the Lord of hosts, I at- 
tribute my safety while travelling from 
place to place through thick darkness, 
which, alas ! pervades the hearts of many 
in this devoted country. 

I have, since my last, slept in villages 
where swarms haye been taken ; and rode 
by where a man was fired at from behind 
a wall a short time after I passed by, 
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with various other occurrences, too DU 

merous to mention. Nevertheless, 1 am 
in mercy preserved ; and with very few 
exceptions, wellreceived. Early in this 
month I penetrated into the county Gal- 
way almost as far as Laughrea. Endea- 
vouring to spread the banners of the cross, 
in some instances I was warmly opposed ; 
yet inthe strength of Him who upholdeth 
all things, I hope I answered them with 
meekness. and prudence, looking to the 
Lord for the outpouring of the Spirit on 
myhumble endeavours. Aftermy return 
from the county of Galway, and taking 
three days’ rest, during which time I vi- 
sited many sick and afflicted persons, and 
preached; on Lord’s-day, the 8th, I 
crossed the Shannon to brother Camby’s 
castle, where I was received in his ac- 
customed loving manner. After refresh- 
ment, he went with me to some of his te- 
nants’ houses, where we had much reli- 
gious conversation. Whenwe returned 
to the castle, we had much reading and 
prayer; and after the ladies retired, Mr. 
Camby and I sat up conversing and 
strengthening one another in the Lord. 
Of all the baptized men in Ireland, there 
is not one more zealous toward the Lord 
than he. I next went to see the school. 


| Mr. C, likes Mr. Lynch the schoolmas- 


ter greatly. I next went to Borisokean, 
inspected the school there, and asked the 
children a variety of questions, which 
they answered according to the Scrip- 
tures. I was asked to dine, and stop at 
night at Captain ’*s; we had a great 
deal of Scripture reading, and a long con- 
versation about the doctrine of Believers* 
Baptism, &c. The whole family are fa- 
vourable to our ideas on that subject. 

After visiting and conversing with ma- 
ny in Borisokean, and answering vari- 
ous questions, all which were acknow- 
ledged to be scriptural by the proposers, 
I went towards brother Horne’s at 
Clash, where, after visiting many ac- 
quaintances on my way, I arrived late in 
the afternoon. Brother Horne announced 
my arrival, and ina short time there were 
assembled a good congregation, to whom 
I preached from Isa.li.7,8. The people 
were very attentive, and there seemed to 
be much solemnity; I trust the Lord 
was present, and that he did bless his 
own word and work, though uttered by 
avery feeble creature, One very inte- 
resting and intelligent young man asked 
me many questions aiter the service, and 
seemed to acquiesce in my answers, as 
did every person present. I proceeded 
to Castleantway the next day, being 
Lord’s-day, 15th, where I preached to a 
very large congregation, and on the fol- 
lowing eyening also. 
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I then returned through Venagh, Escar, 
Portroe, Gany, Kennedy, in all which 
places 1 endeavoured to be instant in sea- 
son, and show every one a reason of the 
hope that is inme. Pray for me. 

Sreruen Ryan, 


To Rev. J. Bates. 
Coolaney, February 16th, 1835. 


Dear Sir, 

Notwithstanding the severity of the 
weather, the Lord has enabled me to pro- 
claim the glad tidings through the neigh- 
bouring villages during the last month ; 
and has, I trust, accompanied the procla- 
mation of his gospel with a blessing. 
There isa growing spirit of inquiry, and 
an increased desire to read the word of 
Ged, not only among the Protestants, but 
also among Roman Catholics. I have, 
during the past month, lent 50 tracts, 
which are returned weekly ; and I doubt 
not, that these little silent preachers have 
been attended with a blessing to the old 
and the young. I lent tracts to the chil- 
dren of one or two persons in this town, 
who previously seldom attended preach- 
ing; but since their children read the 
tracts for them, none have been more re- 
gular or attentive than they. Within 
the Jast fortnight there have been several 
applications tor Irish Testaments, from 
Roman Catholics. I have lent four to 
Roman Catholis, two of whom came to 
preaching. On these occasions I have a 
good opportunity of directing those who 
borrow to the all-sufficient sacrifice of 
Jesus, as alone able to save, and am lis- 
tened to with attention. The schools 
which I visited were doing well, with 
the exception of the Beltra and Ballina- 
carrow schools, which were closed on ac- 
count of the illness of the teachers. One 
of the teachers is better, and has resumed 
teaching ; the other I hope wil soon be 
able to commence teaching: they are 
both Roman Catholics. I often con- 
versed with them on the doctrines of the 
church of Rome, and showed them from 
the Scriptures the absurdity of those doc- 
trines. Both express their confidence in 
Jesus alone, and one of them in the midst 
of his sickness said that he had no other 
hope but Jesus. May the Lord sanctify 
this late affliction to them! ‘The congre- 
gations in the country continue attentive. 
It is gratifying to know that, instead of 
the dance and the card-table, the Bible 
and the preacher are talked of. Formerly 
the dance was held in every village ; but 
now, except in the towns, you seldom 
hear the sound of the bagpipe or fiddle ; 
but inall the villages where your preach- 
ers haye been admitted, you can see 
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many met together, either discussing 
some religious subject, reading the Bi- 
ble, or singing praises to God. 

May the Lord hasten that period when 
all shall know Jesus, from the greatest 
even unto the least ! 

Tuomas Brrry. 


From Micuari Mutuarxy to Mr, ALLEN, 
Easky, February, 1835, 

Although poverty, anarchy,and discord 
prevail to an alarming extent in this 
wretched country, it is delightful to the 
Christian to behold truereligion progress- 
ively extending its boundaries. Up to 
the present moment the interest mani- 
fested for the word of life remains un- 
abated , in this town and neighbourhood ; 
and the various invitations from the sur- 
rounding villages are out of my power 
to attend. In despite of persecution the 
schools are full of children. Under these 
circumstances, may not the Baptist 
Society, whose labours have already been 
blessed with so many gratifying tokens 
of divine approbation, conclude that ere 
long the seed sown on the top of the 
mountains will shake like the trees of 
Lebanon ? 

Since my last letter, in addition to the 
former stations, I have opened a new one 
at Pollyheeny, where I trust the Lord has 
blessed my labours in bringing conviction 
to Mr. D. The last interview we had 
was very interesting ; after we conversed 
together a long time about the gospel, 
at parting he pressed my hand with all 
the earnestness of a penitent, and said, 
«‘O my friend, pray for me, that the Lord 
may enlighten my dark understanding, 
and give me grace to subdue my wicked 
heart.” At present he appears to ‘‘see 
men as trees walking ;” but [ trust that he 
who seems to have commenced the work 
of grace in his soul, will ere long 
enlighten the eyes of his understanding, 

This evening I preached to an atten- 
tive congregation in Grilleenduff. I trust 
the Lord has some of his people here. 
You would be delighted to witness their 
gratitude to the Society, for sending 
them the means of grace. Many in this 
neighbourhood are ready to say in refer- 
ence to our dear English friends, ‘‘ How 
beautiful upon the mountain are the feet 
of those who send glad tidings and publish 
peace.” The wilderness and solitary 
place have been made glad through their 
means, and the desert rejoiced and 
blossomed asthe rose. I heard yesterday, 
by the clerk of the church, that Mr, 
the present minister, after deploring the 
ignorance which prevailed among his 
people, requested of them to attend 
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